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CANAL DOCUMENTS. 


DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE WESTERN DIVISION 
No. 1. 


Report of Abner Lacock, acting commissioner of the Wes- 
tern Division. 


To the Board of Canal Commissioners. 


GEnTLEMEN----The superintendance of the line of ca- 
nal from Pittsburg to Johnstown, a distance of about 
one hundred and ten miles, and the exploration of the 
country and location of a rail road, from the latter 
point to Frankstown, on the Juniata, a distance of about 
fifty miles, has been committed to my care. It would 
swell a report beyond the necessary limits, to go into a 
detail of the operations upon a line of such magnitude 
and extent: for that information, the board is referred to 
the reports of Messrs. Reberts, Harris and Livermore, 
engineers on the respective branches of the work. 

The whole sum expended by me, in the progress and 
construction of those works, has amounted to $1,401,- 
391 97. And the amount of money received from the 
treasurer of the canal fund, has been $1,324,609 40---- 
leaving a balance in my favor of $76,782 57. Since my 
last repert, I have received out of the treasury $814,- 
109 40; and of that sumI have paid, for work done un- 
der contracts ori the aqueduct, over the Allegheny riv- 
erat Pittsburg, the tunnel through Grant’s Hill, the 
lock, embankments and other works, connected with 
that branch of the canal, the sum of $80,868 35. 

The expenditure upon the line from the Allegheny 
river, including the river lock and harbor, to the mouth 
of the Kiskeminetas, a distance of about thirty miles, is 
equal to $206,818 59. 

From the Allegheny line, including the aqueduct 
across that river, and proceeding up the Kiskeminetas, 
to the head of the salt works, a distance of about twenty 
miles, there has been expended $228,571 66. 

From the salt works to the out-let above Blairsville, 
about twenty-seven miles, the sum of $333,420 17. 

"rhe foregoing expenditures do not include the seve- 
ral sums paid for damages, incidental expenses and su- 


'employed in constructing aqueducts, dams and river 


locks; nevertheless, water has been let into the canal at 
the salt works, on the Kiskeminetas, fifty-five miles 
above Pittsburg, and carried over the large aqueduct 
across the Allegheny river; and in a short time it is ex- 
pected the navigation will be open to the city of Pitts- 
burg. With the opening of this navigation, great and 
unceasing exertions have been made to extend it this 
fallto the northern turnpike at Blairsville. The first es- 
timate oh this line of near thirty miles, was paid in 
March last; and since that time the excavation of the 
entire line has been nearly completed. Three dams 
across the river haye been erected; sixteen stone locks; 
an aqueduct of five arches of fifty-four feet span, of en- 
tire stone built, besides several over lateral streams; 
about eight hundred feet of atunnel have been excavated 
through a mountain. The river aqueduct and tunnel, 
however, are not completed, but are in such a state of 
forwardness, that little doubt can be entertained that 
the navigation will be opened early in the spring. 
Agreeubly to the instructions of the board, Messrs. 
Roberts, Livermore, and Harris, were directed to make 
an examination, under my direction, of the highest con- 
venient and practicable point, to which the canal should 
be extended up the Conemaugh. To that report you 
are referred in relation to the tacts connected with this 
subject. Before closing this report, it is proper to ob- 
serve that beside the enhancement in the price of labor 
and supplies, the contractors have suffered tosome ex- 
tent from my inability in many instances to make pay- 
ment at the time, and ina currency that would pass 
withoutadiscount. This state of affairs arose from the 
following causes: from being limited by law in drawing 
more than fifty thousand dollars, the amount covered 
by the responsibility of my securities, until my accounts 
were settled at the treasury; and thus kept within that 
limit; beside the engineer corps on a line of about 160 
miles, 1 was obliged to pay four or five estimates every 
month, some of which amounted to more than $60,000. 
Thus circumstanced, and placed ata distance from the 


| seat of government, it was impossible for me at many 


times to transmit vouchers, and have my accounts set- 









































perintendance. The line of canal from the out-let lock | tled at the treasury, in time to meet my engagements 
to Johnstown, was put under contract on the 20th of | with the contractors;and consequently, I was frequent- 
October last, so far as regards the construction of the ca- | ly obliged to overdraw my credits in the banks of Pitts- 
nal, excepting the locks and culverts. Agreeably to | burg and Westmoreland, to the amount of seventy or 
the instructions of the board, proposals were invited for | eighty thousand dollars, and make myself personally li- 






constructing locks of wood and stone, on two plans | able fur the same. ‘This measure was cheerfully acqui- 
pointed out by the engineer; and, likewise of stone | eseed in by the officers of these monied institutions, from 


locks of the usual construction. Upon an examination 
of the bids, and a comparison of the prices proposed for 
the erection of the different kinds of locks, it appeared 
that the difference between the wooden and stone locks 
was much less than was anticipated: it was therefore 
thought advisable to defer entering into contracts until 
the bozrd could be consulted on the propriety of the 
course to be adopted, in relation to this stfbject- Asno 
estimate has been made, or money paid to contractors on 
this line of canal, the amount of work done cannot be 
stated with preeision. Several contractors, however, 
have commenced their work, and many hands are ac- 
tively employed on the line. 

The continuation of high water until the season had 
far advanced, retarded the progress of the contractors 
Vou. III. o3 





| what appeared to me a sincere desire to lend their aid 


to promote the impor'ant objects contemplated by the 
government. At length, however, my drafts were not 
paid at the treasury, tor the best reason in the world, 
because there was no money legally applicable to the 
canal fund in the hands of the treasurer. Thus situa- 
ted, no alternative presented itself to me, but either to 
stop the work, ruin contractors and labourers, and de- 
stroy public confidence, or issue certificates of debt to 
the contractors: this I did without hesitation, to the 
amount of about 150,000-dollars. ‘These certificates 
were received at par by the contractors, and redeemed 
| by the banks at not more than one percentum. It is 
| but fair to state, that those embarrassments have arisen, 
| not from any neglect or omission on the part of the con- 
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stituted authorities of the state, nor from their inability | 
to meet their legal engagements, but to the impossibili- 
ty of ascertaining with any thing like precision, the | 
amount of labor to be done from month to month, and | 
consequently, the sums that would be required to carry 
on the extensive works now in operation. But from | 
whatever cause those embarrassments may have arisen, 
it would be but an act of justice for the contractors to re- 
ceive a complete indemnity from the government; and | 
I respectfully suggest the propriety of recommending | 
their case to the consideration of the legislature. 

A. LACOCK, Acting Commissioner. 


No, 2. 
Report of the Allegheny and Pine Creek lines, by James | 
D. Harris, Engineer. 
Estimate of work remaining to be done on the Alleghe- 
ny line, Western Division, Pennsylvania canal. 
At Hill-slips, $3,000 00 


Conveying water around locks, 2,000 00 
Roads contiguous to canal, 200 00 
Bridges, 600 00 | 
Fences, 150 00 | 
Slope wall adjoining aqueducts, 100 00 
Painting, 160 00 | 
Caulking and pitching, 40 00 
Puddling and repairs, 1,800 00 








$8,050 00 | 
Estimate of work, remaining to be done on the Pine 
Creek Line, Western Division, Pennsytvania canal. 
This line includes the lower aqueduct across the Al- 
legheny, and all the work on the Pittsburg side. 
At Slips, $3,274 50 


Roads, 1,083 50 
Aqueducts, 46,500 00 
Embankments, 3,200 00 
Bridges, 500 00 
Conveying water around locks, 450 00 
Fences, 150 00 
Draining mundated land, 1,500 00 
Puddling, 300 00 


Wall to protect F. abutment 


of aqueduct at Washington 1,200 00 


street, 
Tunne! job, 32,000 00 
Lock houses, 900 00 





$91,058 00 





#99,108 00 

The foregoing is a statement of work remaining to be 
done on the Allegheny and Pine creek lines of the wes- | 
tern division of the Pennsylvania canal, with an estimate 
of the cost of the same. 

JAMES D. HARRIS, Engineer. 

Pittsburg, 24th Nov. 1828. 

To the Board of Canal Commission- 
ers of Pennsylvania. g 
To the Board of Canal Commissioners of Pennsylvania. 
GENTLEMEN, 

I beg leave to report to you the situation of the work | 
on the Allegheny and Pine Creek lines of the western | 
division of the canal. 

The accompanying statement shows that but little | 
remains to be done to complete the Allegheny line en- | 
tirely, and that a considerable part of the expense yet | 
to be incurred on that line, is for the purpose of brmg- 
ing the water around the locks. This is doing ja such | 
a manner, that the water power may be used tothe best | 
advantage. This, with the lock houses was not estima- | 
ted in the last report. 

The hill-slips have been removed entirely on both | 
lines, where not too extensive. Where it was found too | 
expensive to remove the-whole mass, the canal has | 
been made much wider than usual, that there may | 
be alwaya sufficient room for the boats to pass. But as | 





[Aprit 








an additional security, and to prevent trouble from the 
earth slipping in future, which would be a serious in- 
convenience after the opening of the navigation, it will 
be advisable to continue a force through the winter at 
the points where there are any indications of a disposi- 
tion toslip. The doing this. however, need not intet- 


_fere with the passage of boats, should the season be suf- 


ficiently open. An estimate is made for puddling and 
repairs, under the expectation that in the progress of 
letting in the water, some work of this description will 
be required. 

The necessity of moving the line of the canal into the 
hill, renders it difficult to make the road which runs par- 
allel and close to the canal for a considerable distance. 
A great part of the excavation on the Pine creek line, 
was occasioned by this necessity. The great breadth 
of base required for both canal and turnpike road, and 
the hill being steep, the depth of cutting was increased 
in a great ratio. This, together with the slipping cha- 
racter of the ground, makes it troublesome and expen- 
sive to construct both canal and road between the hill 
and the river, and has tended much to swell the cost of 
the Pine creek line. 

In laying the formation of the out-let lock and pier 
head in Allegheny-town, great difficulty was experien- 
ced from the influx of the water through a leose bed of 
gravel, of which the bottom consisted. The length of 
masonry was 220 feet, which was sunk 7 feet below low 
water of the river, and the harbor fifty feet in breadth, 
and in length 120 feet, was excavated to the depth of 4 
feet below low water. Much of the labour of men and 
horses had to be expended in pumping, which forms a 
large item of the cost of this work. 

‘That part of the canal extending across the Allegheny 
through Grant’s hill to the Monongahela, is in a state of 
forwardness proportioned to the magnitude of the work. 
The abutments and three of the piers of the aqueduet 
over the river are raised nearly to the full height; the 


/remaining three piers are raised so high, as to be out of 
danger of injury. 


A great part of the superstructure is 
prepared, ready to setup, and the securing the foun- 
dations of the abutments and piers is going forward.— 
The work done at the tunnel and lock contract during 
the summer, has been chiefly confined to the locks. The 
out-let lock at the mouth of Suke’s run is built to the 
height of the lift; the stone work of the three remaining 
i8 nearly finished, and the gates framed. The tunnel 
for the length of 85 feet at each end has been cut down 
to bottom. The arching of this distance and filling above 
the arch is going on, and the tunnelling about to be re- 
commenced. 

The tunnelling proves to be difficult. The material 
of which the hill consists being so hard as to require 
blasting, but not sufficiently firm to stand without arch- 


_ing. The main exertion of the contracters will now be 


directed to the completing the tunnel, and it may be 
expected that a correspondent progress will be made. 
Respectfully submitted, 
JAS. D. HARRIS, Engineer. 
Pittsburg, 24th Nov. 1828. 
No, 3. 

Report on the Kiskeminetas and Conemaugh lines, by 
Alonzo Livermore, engineer, including estimates, Ec. 
To the Board of Canal Commissioners of Pennsylvania. 

GENTLEMEN, 

In obedience to the directions of Gen. Lacock, the 
acting commissioner, I herewlth give a statement of the 
present state and progress of the work, upon the Kiske- 
minetas and Conemaugh line of canal under my super- 
intendance, together with an estimate of the work to be 
done before completion. 

The amount of work yet remaining is calculated by 
the several assistant engineers, upon their respective 
lines, and comprehends all items contracted for, with a 
liberal allowance for hill-slips, and other contingencies. 

It will be observed, that the amount which this canal 
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will have cost when completed, will exceed the estimate | canal adjoining of six chains an out let lock No. 17 of 
of last season the sum of $117,000. 10 feet lift, a towing path, bridge and culvert, amount- 

Many causes have combined to produce this increase | ing in all to $19,000. 
of expenditure. In the first place enormous slips have | A few general remarks remain to be made. This line 
come into the canal and lock pits; in one instance at | of 25 miles in extent, may be said to be ina forward 
guard lock No 3, lift No. 4, and canal adjoining, the in- | state. Many difficulties have been encountered which 
crease of the excavation by this cause, will not cost less | materially retarded the work; scarcity of hands existed 
than $20,000. It is worthy of remark, that should aca-| in the best part of the last season. ‘The weather has 
nal have been adopted instead of slack-water navigation | been unusually wet, not a month has passed without a 
for the first three miles of this line, the slips which | considerable rise in the river. This has been particu- 
would have occurred, added to the natural expense, | larly unfortunate for the contractors of dams. They 
would increase the cost to not less than $40,000 per | are now, however, nearly secured; a small rise of about 
mile, thereby saving in this instance by slackwater to | 3 feet in the river took place a few days since, the dams 
the amount of 75,000 dollars. Indeed it would be found, | were filled, and the water passed over without doing 
whenever this kind of navigation is adopted, either on| any injury. If three weeks of good weather continue, 
this or the Kiskeminetas line, that prodigious expen-| they can be secured from danger. 
ses have been saved by avoiding the foregoing difficul-| ‘The arches of the stone aqueduct, will be closed in 
ties. about fifteen days; the upper works can be done by the 

It was my opinion last season,as well as of others better | time wanted. 
acquainted with the country, that the incidents attend- The tunnel is excavated upwards of 700 feet, and can 
ant upon the above will be trifling, both upon this and | be easily finished during the winter. 
the Kiskeminetas line. My calculations have come far | I feel confident, if no material accident happens to 
short of the amount of actual cost in these cases. When-| any of the works, that the canal will be ready for the 
ever the base of the hill has becn disturbed by the for- | water by the opening of the spring. 
mation of the canal, without exception the whole body | A_great proportion of the section and locks, will be 
of loose rock and earth has come in from the front of! finished by the next estimate. 
the hill, and in many cases swelled the amount of the All of which is respectfully submitted, 
excayation to more than double what was calculated.— ALONZO LIVERMOORE, Engineer. 
The principal sections where these difficulties have oc-;| Canal line, Nov. 27th, 1828. 
curred are Nos, 87, 92, 93, 94,97, 98, llland 112. In} ‘Total amount of work to be done at the estimate of 
some instances the towing path has slid from its base, | November 10th, 1828. $120,415 97. 
and a further excavation into the solid rock to secure a | A. LIVERMOORE, £ngineer. 
permanent foundation for the banks. 

The expense upon sections Nos. 111, 112, 118 and 
119, will be increased by a removal farther into the sol- 
id rock, owing to the confined situation in which the 
river flows, which would endanger the banks, if made 
higher and of clay embankment. 








No. 4, 

‘ ESTIMATE OF THE COST OF LIGONIER LINE. 
Report and Estimate on the Ligonier line from Blairsville 
to Johnstown: by James D. Harris, Engineer. 
Expense of sections, $171,150 96 








There is an additional expense upon the aqueducts of do. Locks, 142,067 25 
$27,000. The original contract for the aqueduct ac- do. Aqueducts, 52,800 00 
cross Blockley’s cpeck, was forfeited and a higher price do. Culverts, 6,815 00 
given. The foundation of this and Stony run was also | do. Dams, 39,288 00 
more expensive than estimated. An aqueduct over do. Guard gate, 1,500 00 
Mill creek has been built where a culvert was intended. do. Waste wiers, 11,000. 00 
The great increase is upon the stone aqueduct over the | do. Tow-path bridges, 6,700 00 
Conemaugh. This was originally estimated at $28,000, | do. Bridge over canal, 7,650 00 
the amount of the stone work was expected to be about | do. Lock houses, 8,700 00 
4,750 perches, and was seon after contracted for at $5 75 | do. Fence, 6,000 00 
per perch, which would have come to more than thie | do. Road, 1,269 00 
estimate. It was found in laying out the work that the | — 

intended length would not be sufficient to secure the | Cost of 28 miles, 52 chains, $454,921 2 
abutments. from ice and driftwood; an additional length | Add 10 per centum for contingencies, 45,292 42 


was added, consequently an increase of the number of | —_— 
perches. It was found that the contractor who first $500,413 33 
took this job, had not’a sufficient price for the work to re Md 
carry on with that vigor that was necessary. They had| The foregoing is an estimate of the probable cost of 
already expended their private funds, (as { understand | 28. miles and 52 chains of canal, ending at Johnstown, 
to the amount of $2,000,) and involved themselves con- and including a basin and harbour at that place. 
siderably in debt, which made it necessary for themto| From inspecting the proposals for locks giyen at the 
give up the contract. ‘letting, it appears that no material saving in the first 
A much greater price was requisite to carry on the | cost, will eventuate in the construction of wooden locks 
work, ewing to the lateness of the season, than would | instead of stone; and in consequence no lock contracts 
have done in the first instance. have been entered into, the estimates are made for stone 
The cost of this work will nearly equal the sum of) locks. 
$50,000. | The plans and specifications exhibited were: First, 
Additional expenses have been put upon the dams, | for the immersed or crib lock. This lock was to be 
by substituting iron instead of wooden pins, increasing | built of square timber, in the manner of crib-work, and 
the thickness ofthe plank, adding more stone and wood | planked next the chamber; the crib-work to extend 
work to the abutments, and facing the breast with two} from the head of the lock to the lower gates, and to be 
inch plank. filled in with stone, but left open enough to allow the 
The expense of waste wiers is included in this estimate | water to pass around the head of the lock, through and 
and was before not calculated. among the stone and timber, as far as the crib-work ex- 
The foregoing items make up the most of the increas-| tends. These to be secured by sheetpiling, and pud- 
ed cost of the canal in comparison with the last year’s} dled to the end of the wings, to prevent the water pas- 
estimate. sing outside of the lock farther than the end of the crib- 
The following work, or extension has been added | work. From the lower gates to the end of the wings, 
since last season, sections No. 124 and 125 a piece of! the walls to be built of stone, as in stone locks. 
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2d. For locks built of rongh stone laid in mortar. To | 
be planked next the chamber, on timbers built into and 
bolted to the wall; the walls to be of the usual size of 
stone locks, This kind of work to extend from the head | 
of the lock to the lower gates. Belowthatto be built 
of stone in the usual way: upon those two plans, both 
mitre sills and the upper hollow quoins to be of wood. 

3d. For stone locks entire, as they have been usually 
built on the western division. 

It is thought best to build the part of the lock below 
the lower gates of stone in all cases, as the water could | 
never be more than four feet in that part. It would | 
therefore be subject to decay so rapidly,that the interest | 
of the difference in the cost between wood and stone, 
would not compensate for the inconvenience of frequent | 
repairs. 

The foundation and the lock,culvert and paddlegates, 
are the same on the three plans, except that fewer foun- 


dation timbers are required for the crib lock than for 


either of the others. 


The expediency of adopting the frame lock was con- 
sidered of, but it was thought odjectionable, particularly 
for heavy lifts, and in all cascs where the wall must be 
high as the timbers must either be exposed to the ac- 
tion of the weather for most part ofthe height, or be 
surrounded by a bank of earth which this kind of lock, 
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| their duty. 


| the nursery and school-room on that account. 
_watchfulness of a mother could not be more alert, nor 
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affectionately each member of the family performed 
The Matron and Teacher were themselves 
invalids, but sought no exemption from the charge of 
The 


kindness more equally divided among the numerous 
claimants. The blessing of Providence has crowned 


| these labours, and health is again restored throughout 
| the family. 


The order and neatness, which have been 
a theme of praise to itsadmiring visiters, still distinguish 
the regulation of the house. 

Eighteen children have been admitted during the 
year; one died on the Ist inst.—the only death which 
has taken place in the Asylum since February 1825, and 
eight have been bound out. The number now within 
the Asylum is one hundred and five. The Board are 
frequently interested by the sensibility of those who 
bring these helpless infants to the Institution. They 
have perhaps just witnessed the death-bed of a widow- 
ed mother, whose wretchedness and poverty had no 
other refuge than the grave, and whose only consola- 
tion in leaving hertender offspring in this hard world, 
friendless and unprotected, was the hope that they 
might be rescued from penury and vice within the walls 
of this Asylum. Blessings and tears of gratitude often 
flow together from their full hearts, as they express the 


from the nature of its construction, isilly calculated to | wish, that should they too be called away, some kind 


sustain. 
decay quickly. 
surrounding the timbers with water as in the crib lock, 
might answer the purpose, but it would be more expen- 
sive than thecrib lock without possessing any advantage. 

I would observe that the materials for stone locks are 
abundant and very convenient almost the whole length 


of the line, timber in the neighbourhood is generally of 
an inferior kind. 


In either case, the timbers would be liable to | friend may be near to claim the same shelter for their 
Filling in the frame with stone, and | children. 


‘The Board consider the duties of the Binding Com- 
mittee the most arduous, and most liable to disappoint- 
ment. Though they have genetally been more fortu- 
nate in procuring good places, and finding their cares 
rewarded by the conduct of both masters and children, 
in some instances they have been obliged to interfere, 
and have indentures transferred, on account of the non- 


. The estimates of the sections, aqueducts and dams, | performance of these duties. The waywardness of 


are made out at the contract prices, except where mark- 


ed ‘‘no contract.” No contracts having been made for 


children may frequently require discipline and habitual 
strictness, but can afford no apology for cruelty or total 


any other part of the work, the estimates have been | neglect; nor should those who assume the responsibili- 


made out at such prices as it is supposed it might be 
done for. 

Preparations are making generally on the line as far 
as let, for a vigorous prosecution of the work. Many 
sections are already commenced. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JAMES D. HARRIS, Engineer. 
To the Board of canal Commissioners 
of Pennsylvania. 
November 25th 1828. 





ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PHILADEL- 
PHIA ORPHAN SOCIETY. 


| 





the Purchasing Committee for maintaining the family, 
| $3290; balance in the Treasury, $37 83. 


ty of masters and protectors to orphan children, use 
them otherwise than mercifully and justly. 

The girls retained in the Asylum have invariably an- 
swered the expectations of the Board. They live in 
the interchange of those affections which grow up and 


are cherished in a parental home; many have comple- 


ted their apprenticeship, who frequently visit the Asy- 
lum from attachment to the companions of their child- 
hood and gratitude to their protectors. 

It will be seen by the Treasurer’s report, that the re- 
ceipts from Annual Subscription is $456; expended by 


The amount 


The fourteenth Anniversary Meeting of the Orphan | of expenditure this year is greater than on several pre- 


Society was held at the Masonic Hall, in Chesnut street, | ceding ones, but only in proportion to the increase of 
on the 6th Jan. 1829. The Rey. Mr. Livingston gave an | the family; and the Board regret to say, their funds 
appropriate Address, and read the following Report: | have been inadequate to meet ai/ their expenses, not- 





The duty of presenting this happy family of protected 
Orphans to their generous patrons, is annually a source 
of grateful pleasure to the Board of Managers, who have 
ever had occasion to proclaim the beneficent care of 
Him who ruleth over the whole universe, and hath visi- 
ted this little household with unceasing mercy. Not on- 
ly in seasons of unclouded prosperity have they been 
permitted to make this acknowledgment, but at the 
close of a year of unusual trials, are more deeply im- 
pressed by its manifestation. During the summer and 
autumn of the past year, when the prevalence of inter- 
mittent fever was experienced in_all the western dis- 
tricts of our city, the Orphan Asylum was the scene of 
much suffering. Of its inmates, amounting to one hun- 
dred and nine persons, scarcely an individual escaped 
the disease, yet was it mitigated by unremitting care, by 
skilful medical attendance, and by those little domestic 
comforts which assuage the severity of pain, and keep 
off the sterner evils of life. Those who visited the Asy- 
jum during this period, can testify how faithfully and 


withstanding the most vigilant economy in the purchase 
and use of every article provided for the Institution. 
Biils to the amount of 329 dollars remain to be paid out 
of the receipts of the next year. Again they call on their 
friends to “be not weary in well-doing,” to observe how 
small a sum is derived from Annual Subscribers,and how 
great a charity depends on their support. 

With this representation, the Board confidently trust 
that not one houseless orphan will be denied a home, 
nor one patron withdraw their succour from those who 
have none else to help them. 

The Orphan Society of Philadelphia in Account with the 


Treasurer, from January 1st, 1828, to December 31st, 
1828. 


1828. DR. 
To cash paid Purchasing Committee, and ex- 


pended by them in support of the Asylum, $3,290 00 
To cash, premium of insurance, 


25 00 
To cash, repairs of real estate, 289 55 
To cash, water rents and taxes, 132 70 
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To cash, purchase of stocks, 





To cash, freedom fees, 40 00 

To cash, incidental expenses, 24 00 

To Balance in the Treasury, 37 83 
$10,047 08 

1828. CR, 

By balance from 1827, $81 17 


By cash, annual subscriptions, 

By cash, life subscriptions and donations, 
By cash, dividends on stocks, 

By cash, rent of Willis’ house, 

By cash, ground rents, 24 87 
By cash, charity-box and collections, 34 97 | 
By cash, binding fees from Mr. Christian, 7 00 


240 00 
2,109 78 
635 56 | 





By cash, legacies, 5,765 00 
By cash, United States’ stock paid off, 500 00 

By cash, nett proceeds of sale of children’s 
work, 157 93 
By cash, fines on the managers, 15 00 
By cash, sale of articles at Asylum, 19 80 
$10,047 08 


E. E.—Philadelphia, Dec. 31, 1828. 
Examined by the Committee and found to be correct. 


BISHOP WHITE. 


The beautiful and just panegyric on Archbishop Che- 
verus, copied from the Christian Examiner, has awa- 
kened our attention in a particular manner, to the ven- 
erable age of another eminent prelate, a native and res- 
ident of Philadelphia, whom all hearts and mouths equal- 
ly conspire to honour. We allude to the truly pious, 
jearned and benign, Dr. White, first Bishop of the A- 
merican Episcopal Church, now in his 82d year, to which 
he attained on Tuesday se’nnight. He was born on the 
24th March, 1747, (O. S.); educated in the College,the 
present University of Pennsylvania; and graduated at 
the age of seventeen, with the credit due to sound tal- 
ents and conscientious diligence. ‘Towards the end of 
1770, being then in his 22d year, he repaired to Eng- 
land for holy orders, and was there ordained a Deacon, 
in December, of the same year, and Priest, in April, 
1772. In the following autumn, he returned to Phila- 
delphia, where, in a few months, he was chosen an as- 
sistant minister in the churehes with which he has been 
ever since parochially connected. 

It is stated in a respectable publication, that he was 
chaplain to Congress at the time of the Declaration of 


Independence, in 1776. This, we believe, is a mis- | 


take. He was indeed appointed to that office, and ac- 
cepted it, at avery critical period, after the British for- 
ces entered Philadelphia, and before intelligence was 
received of Burgoyne’s defeat and surrender, by which, 
when known, hope was revived in the public mind. On 
the removal of the Federal Congress, under our pre- 
sent Constitution, from New York to Philadelphia, he 
became one of the two Chaplains of that body, and con- 
tinued to officiate for it until the translation of the gov- 
ernment to Washington; from 1790 to 1801. 

In April, 1779, he was elected Rector of Christ’s 
Church and St. Peter’s, in which station, and that of 
St. James’s, grown out of the other two, he still flour- 
ishes, and will, we trust, long remain for the edification 
and reverence of the faithful. After the severance of 
the Episcopal congregation from the English hierarchy, 
circumstances indicated or specially called him to give 
a beginning to the organization of the Episcopal Church 
as an independent communion. With the favor of Pro- 
vidence and the aid of a few of his reverend brethren, 
and some estimable lay-members of the church, he was 
chiefly instrumental in producing the convention of cler- 
ical and lay deputies from the greater number of the 
States, which mct in September 1785, and of which he 
acted as President. The consequent correspondence 
with the prelates of the English Church having been 


a 











6,208 00 | successful, he was elected, in September, 1786, Bishop 


of the church in Pennsylvania. Soon after, he procee- 
ded to England fer consecration, being accompanied by 
his friend Dr. Provost, who went under a similar com- 
mission from New York. On the 4th of February, 1787, 
the two American divines were consecrated in the cha- 
pel of the palace of Lambeth, by Dr. John Moore, then 
Archbishop of Canterbury, assisted by Dr. William 


456 00 | Markham, Archbishop of York, Dr. Charles Moss, Bish- 


op of Bath and Wells, and Dr. John Hinchliff, Bishop 
of Peterborough. They speedily returned to the Uni- 
ted States, to exercise their hallowed and efficacious 
ministry. Dr. Provost has paid the debt of nature. 

Bishop White has been a member of the American 
Philosophical Society, ever since its formation by a 
union of two socicties, into one of which he had been 
chosen in his youth. For some years, he held the office 
of one of its Vice Presidents; of the College, now the 
University, he has served in the [capacity of Trustee 
since May 1784, having in some sort succeeded his res- 
pectable father, who resigned his seat at the Board of 
Trustees from indisposition, when the distinguishedjson 
was in England. Dr. White's presidency of the Dis- 
pensary dates from the foundation of that charity, in 
1786. He has, likewise, constantly oceupied the post 
of President of the Prison Society, the Magdalen So- 
ciety, the old Sunday School Society, the Philadelphia 
Bible Society, the Protestant Episcopal Society for the 
Advancement of Christianity in Pennsylvania, the Gen- 
eral Theological Seminary located in New York, the 
General Missionary Society, the Education Society for 
the aid of pious youths aspiring to the Ministry, &c. He 
had an important share in organizing all the institutions, 
which we have thus mentioned, except the College, and 
in the concern of this, he has exerted himself with zeal 
for more than the half of a century. We have designa- 
ted the many institutions, learned, charitable, or reli- 
gious, with which he has been so long and prominent- 
ly connected, in order to illustrate the force and stead- 
fastness of his public and benevolent spirit, and the esti- 
mation in which his fellow citizens have invariably held 
his name, dignity, and services. 

Dr. White is a voluminous and successful author. It 
is not in our power to furnish a list of his many able ad- 
dresses to ecclesiastical conventions, recorded on their 
journals, and his various anonymous essays in periodical 
publications, intended principally for students in theolo- 
gy- But we may cite the principal works which he is- 
sued in his name, or which were received at first as from 
his pen. His first publication of the kind, with the ex- 
ception of a sermon, was a pamphlet entitled ‘‘The case 
of the Episcopal Churches Considered,” which appear- 
ed in the summer of 1782, a few daysbefore the pros- 
pect opened ofa speedy termination of the Revolutiona- 
ry War. Its design was the adoption of measures fer 
the continuance of the Protestant Episcopal Worship, to 
be considered as provisional until Episcopacy could be 
obtained. The others we shall mention in the follow- 
ing order: 

‘Lectures on the Catechism of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church, with supplementary Lectures; one on the 
Ministry and the other on the Public Service; and Dis- 
sertations on select subjects in the Lectures; published 
in 1812, in 1 vol. Svo. 

‘Comparative View of the Controversy between the 
Calvanists and the Armenians”—published in 1817, in 2 
vs. 8vo. 

‘*An Essay containing Objections against the Position 
of a personal Assurance of the Pardon of Sin;----publish- 
ed first anonymously, and afterwards under the name of 
the author, with Notes occasioned by a Reply---in 1817. 

‘‘Memoirs of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
U. States----published in 1820, in 1 vol. 8vo.” 

Besides two episcopal charges, Bishop White has 
published ten valuable sermons, which were delivered 
on special occasions. With some of them, as well as 
two of his greater works, we are ourselves acquainted; 
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and we know the impressions which have been made up- | 
on the minds of competent judges who have read them | 
all. Strong, sagacious sense, extensive and exact eru- 
dition, lucid order, terse diction, orthodox yet liberal | 
principles and feelings,a ruling desire to serve the cause | 
of truth and salvation, are the chief traits of his writings, 
and have uniformly characterised his labors for the pul- 
pit. Asa preacher his delivery has been grave without 
cismalness, and impressive without ostentation: as a pas- 
tor he has set that example of vigilance and zeal, tem- 
pered by kindness, courtesy, and consideration for hu- 
man infirmity, which rarely fails to conciliate general 
love and deference, and to prove more cogent than aus- 
tere, inquisitorial and importunate activity. 

In the administration of his diocese, he has never | 
shrunk from any fatigue or sacrifice expedient for its 
welfare; and it is not unknown how much a diocesan, 
in our country, must undergo beyond the toils and vex- 
ations of European prelateship. Nor has he been less | 
remarkable for tender and enlightened solicitude and | 
wholesome counsel and concurrence, with regard to the 
main government and interests of the excellent Church 
which acknowledges him as its patriarch. 

The person of Bishop White bears the traces of years, 
but his mind and heart retain their peculiar qualities and | 
treasures. He pursues and enjoys the studies and duties 
of his meridian manhood; he has not lost his relish for 
social intercourse and elegant pleasures; domestic sym- 
pathies he cherishes and reciprocates with a genial and | 
bland paternity, which, even in the stranger who wit- | 
nesses this mellowness of the pure affections, excites 
sentiments towards him only less vivid than these by 
which his many near and most worthy kindred and | 
friends are habitually animated. We have perhaps al- 
ready gone too far for the modesty of a living model, | 
who has probably been as severe to himself as indulgent | 
to the imperfections and generous to the merits of oth- | 
ers; who deems this earthly career a devious course at 
best,----merely a state of discipline preparatory to a 
sphere of much nobler, higher and happier agency. 
Our apology is, that we were unable to resist the temp- 
tation of using the authentic biographical memoranda in 
our hands, for a tribute which appeared alike oppor- 
tune and just, though certainly inadequate. It is said 
that praise to the deserving dead cannot be withholden 
without unthankfulness; nor without further culpability 
when it may serve as exhortation and encouragement to 
survivors and future generations. If the mere cursory 
notice of rectitude and usefulness, which fortunately are 
not yet consigned to the tomb, can be supposed likely 
to have the same effects, the same doctrine is applica- 
ble to this ease, and we should sin against gratitude and 
patriotism by remaining silent. Nat. Gaz. 


Mr. Povtson,—In your publication of this morning | 
(taken from the National Gazette, ) concerning Bishop 
White, there is a gross error respecting his age. It is 
there stated that ‘the wes born March 24th, 1747, 0. S. 
It is afterwards said, that (oward the end of 1770, being | 
then in his 22d year, he repaired to England for Holy 
Orders, &c.’’ From the above it would follow, that he | 
was 23 years old March 24th 1770, of course towards | 
the end of 1770, he must have been in his 24th, instead | 
of his 22d year. 

I would correct the error thus—The style was alter- | 
ed in 1752, and it had been a custom (which was long | 
continued ) to designate the year from Jan. Ist, to March | 
25th, by two figures, thus 1747-8. If Bishop White was | 
born March 24th; 1747, O. S. this answers according to 
the mode in practice of those days, to March 24th 
1747--8, or to our April 4th 1748, of course in the latter 
end of 1770, he must have been in his 23d year. 

It is of some consequence to have this error corrected 
at present, asthe publication will doubtless be copied | 
into many other papers, and may lead, by comparison 
with other circumstances, to some confusion in future 
dates. A 

April 10th, 1829. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON VICE AND IMMORALITY. 


) have resulted from intemperance. 


| residence too near the attraction. 


{[Arrie 





REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON VICE AND 
IMMORALITY. 


House of Representatives Apirl 11th. 

Mr. Duncan, from the committee on vice and immor- 
ality, to whom was referred the memorial of many in- 
habitants of the city and county of Philadelphia, pray- 
ing for legislative aid to check the progress of intempe- 
rance, made 

REPORT. 

That the committee have attentively examined the 
subject, and sincerely sympathise with the memorialists, 
in their anxiety to remedy an evil which is becoming 
daily more appalling in its consequences; has already 
affixed a stain on our national character, and may if not 
arrested, hereafter jeopardise our free institutions. 

It is is unnecessary for your committee to particular- 
ize the evils, which are painfully evident to the senses 
of every thinking man, or draw your attention to the 
mass of public crime and domestic wretchedness, which 
All these have al- 
ready been conspicuously portrayed by the active phi- 
lanthropist and the zealous divine. Our presses are fil- 
led with awful warnings, and our prisons bear sad testi- 
mony to the truth of their statements. It is enough 
that we are aware of the facts, and would not feel ac- 
quitted te our consciences, did we not make some ex- 
ertion to lessen the dreadful curse which the thought- 


less many are entailing on their posterity. 


Your committee do not expect to acomplish this by 
legislation. Frequent enactments, wise and salutary in 
their provisions, evince the deep interest which our 
predecessors have taken in this important subject. Yet 
these laws have done little towards the diminution of in- 
temperance, and can do but little, while the faculties to 
it are constantly increasing. 

The laws have vested in our courts of quarter sessions, 


/a power which, wisely used, would tend to the comfort 
-and convenience of society: but abused, becomes the 
| fountain-head of strife and disorder. 


We allude to the 
power of granting Licences—and express our regret that 
they are so easily obtained. The cheapness of ardent 
spirits, and the immense profit which the vender may 
realise by retailing itat a price within the reach of the 
poorest labourer, induces many persons of good charac- 
ler,to desert their employments, for one which they con- 
sider less laborious and more profitable. Many, perhaps 
most, of these persons are merely governed by a desire 


_ to increase their means, thoughtless that they are adding 


to the sum of human misery! The applicants have no 
difficulty in finding respectable persons, who testify to 
their general character; and a license is too often grant- 
ed as a matter of course. ‘The very fact, which tended 


| to further the application, also furthers the cause of in- 


temperance. Though a tavern established by a man of 
good character, is not likely immediately to attract the 
common sot, it induces others, who are not habitually in- 
temperate, to encourage the establishment. Some wish 
to patronise it through friendship to the‘‘new landlord:’’ 
others visit it through curiosity, love of company, or a 
They first drop in oe- 
casionally, then frequently, and, at last, make it the scene 
of their regular debauch. By degrees they enlist their 
more sober companions in the same course. True, their 
intoxication is not always exposed in the public streets, 
where its grossness would rather excite disgust than im- 
itation; but it is far from injuriousin a thronged bar-room, 
where the merriment it creates,’ serves to disguise its 
more repulsive features, and leads the young and un- 
thinking to seek asimilar excitement in the exhilarating 
poison. 

The committee would earnestly recommend to the 
citizens who urge, and the courts which grant these li- 
censes, the importance of weighing the matter well, ere 
they act. Let them distinctly ascertain whether those 
taverns already established are insufficient for useful 
purposes; whether they are within the strict letter of 
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the law, and whether the one about to be licensed is | great extent, still, your committee think it becomes a 


intended as a house of ‘entertainment for travellers,’&c. 
By a late estimate, it appears that there are, in the city 
of Philadelphia alone, one thousand two hundred and 
eighty drinking houses, attended by at least six thousand 
one hundred and ninety-five regular drunkards, and 
probably twenty thousand occasional topers. This may 
be an extravagant calculation—it is certainly an appal- 
ing one. 

It becomes the duty of the responsible authorities to 
ascertain how many of these establishments are regular- 
ly licensed, and within the meaning of the law. Let 
the number of licensed houses, which are not calcula- 
ted or intended to provide “entertainment for man and 
horse,” but are merely the haunts of vice, be struck 
from the list, and the statute respecting tippling houses 
be strictly enforced against those who thus act in defi- 
ance of the laws. 

If this be done,—if the orderly citizens by word and 
countenance, support the civil authorities in such Jauda- 
ble effects; if they frown indignantly on the first symp- 
toms of intemperance in those within their influence; if 
they avoid the habitual drunkard, (however respectable 
his connexions or former standing, ) as they would shun 
the pestilence; if they refuse their confidence in public 
and in private business to those, whose reason is at the 
mercy of the poisonous bowl, and scorn to bestow their | 
suffrages on men who sacrifice their respectability fora 
grog shop reputation, a change will be effected worthy 
of our country—worthy of a people who have no enemy 
to fear, but such as may arise from their own criminal in- 
dulgence. 

Your committee view, with much gratification, the 
strenuous efforts which are making by public spirited | 
individuals and societies, to arrest the progress of intem- | 
perance. These exertions have not been without their | 
blessing. We are authorised in stating that, in some 
towns of New England, the influence of these societies 
has, in a single year, reduced the consumption of spiri- | 
tuous liquors one fourth, and in other places one half. 

Pennsylvania has not been inattentive to this noble 
example. A number of philanthropic citizens of Phila- 
delphia have associated under the name of the “Penn- 
sylvania Temperance Society,” and have established, 
through their agents, branches in most of our principal 
towns; and are now engaged in a glorious rivalry with 
their eastern brethren struggling who shall do the most 
good to their fellow creatures. 

To the citizens of Pennsylvania, generally, we recom- 
mend a union “heart and hand,” with these pioneers in 
the work of reformation. The result will be gradual but 
ceriain. Public opinion, (when the weapon of truth, the 
strongest and the best, )will change audacity to shame— 
indifference to energy; strip vice of its false allurements, 
and save the young and innocent from destruction.— 
Pennsylvania has been truly styled “the hey stone of the 
Union.” Let us endeavor to preserve it from aught 
that would endanger the ‘‘national arch,” 
may rejoice over the fabric she has reared, and count- 
less generations raise their song of gratitude in the “land 
of the free.” 





MECHANICS’ MEETING. 


At an adjourned meeting of the mechanics of the 
borough of Harrisburg, held at the public house of 
David Deobler, on Friday, the 10th of April, inst. John 
Zearing, President, John Cameron and Aaron Bom- 
baugh, Secretaries. The President having stated the 
business which would be laid before the meeting for 
consideration, the committee appointed to prepare a 
constitution reported one, which was adopted; and the 
committee appointed to prepare an address, made the 
following report: 


To the mechanics and citizens of Harrisburg. 


Admitting that trade demands reciprocal intercourse 
between one section of the state and another to a very 


duty mechanics owe to one another, and to the inter- 
ests of the place in which they may locate themselves, 
to protect and encourage the particular fabric manu- 
factured by them, and in their immediate vicinity, 
above all others, 

For some years last past, and we are aware that the 
fact has been observed by almost every person in the 
community, our markets have been glutted, (to the ma- 
nifest injury of a class of citizens who are indispensable 
in society,) with importations of worse than spurious ar- 
ticles of manufacture, which have but one recommenda- 
tion—that they are cheap! ‘Time was, when the busi- 
ness of a mechanic was a sure means of competence, if 
not of independence, to himself and to his family; but, 
at the present day, a species of false economy pervades 
the public mind, and the question now with the buyer 
is not whether the article is of a good quality,but whether 
it can be obtained cheap. Employers, consequently, 
cannot afford to pay their hands an equivalent for their 
labor, and the workmen cannot find employment—or 
subsist with it, but,in a state of penury. The effect of 
this state of things upon the public at large, must be ob- 
vious, Business becomes stagnant, improvements which 
would progress by the encouragement of the mechanic 
arts, are checked or put an entire stop to; and the pub- 
lic (unconsciously it is true) enlists itself to enrich 
some wholesale manufacturer of worthless articles, 
and oppress many of its most useful members. Good 
work is always the cheapest// and it is an important 
thing that this truth should be impressed upon the 
minds of the community. Until it is, and the public 
becomes satisfied of this fact, there can be little 
hope of reform. But let us not despair of making this 
impression; and, as example is better than precept, let 
us commence the work ourselves; let us mark out for 
ourselves rules which we will rigidly adhere to, for the 
advancement of this object. Let us purchase no arti- 
cles, that can be obtained among the mechanics of our 
own borough, that have been manufactured in distant 
places and brought here with the stamp of **For sale” 
upon them, By these means, we shall, at least, be mu- 
tually benefitting each other, as far as our means ex- 
tend, and, perhaps, obtain the co-operation 6f many 
who may become convinced of the propriety of such a 
measure. 

The manner by which it is proposed to accomplish 
this object, is to form ourselves into a society, to be 
called “The Mechanics’ Society of the borough of Har- 
risburg for the encouragement of Domestic Manufac- 
tures,” and to adopt such measures as shall unite us in 
harmony and in interest. In behalf of this object we 
might appeal to the pride of those we address, and we 
are conscious that our appeal would not be in vain. 
Why should not the mechanic hold his proper standing 
in society? Shall that class of society from which have 
emanated some of the brightest stars in the political 


that virtue | and scientific world, suffer themselves to be opposed 


from a want of energy to redress their wrongs! at least 
among themselves’—Would they sink into degradation 
without an effort to redeem or retrieve their condi- 
tion’ But for the mechanic arts, what would haye 
been the aspect of the world, and the condition of socie- 
| ty, even at thislate day? Mankind would have remain- 
| ed ina state worse than barbarism— 

“ Joint tenant with the beasts.” : 

| Beneath them, perhaps, in mortal worth, and (if it may 


| be so expressed) in intellectual faculties. In the early 
| pages of history, we find that the “Great Architect” 
| turned the attention of his creatures to the building of 
anark! And since that divine vessel traversed the un- 
limited ocean, what sea has not been traversed; what 
country unexplored by the means of the mechanism of 
man? What results have not followed? From the con- 
struction ofa ship to brave the tempests and the sea, to 
| the construction of articles of taste, luxury and utility— 


to adorn the persons or promote the pleasures or the 
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CHARTER OF THE BOROUGH OF CHESTER. 


{Apats 





happiness of mankind. These are facts that the me- 
chanic can dwell upon with pride,—and why should 








NOW KNOW YE, That I, fayouring the just and 


| reasonable Request of said Inhabitants, have of my own 


the humble, but industrious promoters of these great | free Will erected, and do by these Presents for me, my 
and glorious objects fail in an effort to retrieve their | Heirs and Successors, erect the said Town into a Bo- 


condition’ It is to be hoped that our own acts will for- 
bid it—that public sentiment will forbid it. 


Society is formed by a number of individuals for the | 


purpose of gaining some particular object which can 
only be attained by association. Individual enterprise 
is limited—but reciprocal agreement extends and en- 
hances the field of labor. ‘The merchant looks in some 
degree upon the mechanic for support, but what does 
he give in return’ He brings to the door of the mechan- 
ic, from some distant and cheaper market, articles, from 
the manufacture of which the mechanic expects his live- 
lihood, and exposes them for sale at a less price than 
the mechanic can afford them—thus shutting up the 
avenues through which his subsistence flowed. This 
reverse meets him in almost every article of manufac- 
ture. In the two articles of hats and shoes alone, were 
the practice discontinued, at least one hundred and Afty 
additional anaes might be employed in this bo- 
rough, and so on of other occupations ad infinitum.— 
By giving encouragement to the manufacturers of these 
articles and of others, the whole community would rea- 
lize its benefit, inasmuch as where there is industry and 
business, prosperity must follow and population in- 
crease; and with population property must increase in 
value. 

These are some of the objects we have in view, and 
we earnestly call on the mechanics and others, to co-op- 
erate with us in carrying them into effect. 

WILLIAM PIATT, 
CHARLES SCHAFFIRT, 
E. ZOLLINGER. 


On motion of Mr. Piatt, it was agreed that the officers | 


of this meeting have power to call meetings when they 
may deem it expedient. 

Resolved, That this meeting will meet again on the 
20th day of April, instant. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting, to- 
gether with the address, be signed by the President and 
Secretaries, and published in the papers of the bo- 
rough.” 

JOHN ZEARING, President. 

Joux CamERON, ' 

Ay Dewsaven, ¢ Secretaries. 





THE CHARTER OF THE BOROUGH OF 
CHESTER. 

Preamble. Witt1am Penn, true and absolute Pro- 
prietary and Gevernor in Chiefof the Province of Penn- 
sylvania, and Territories thereunto belonging: To all 
to whom these Presents shall come, sends Greeting.— 
WHEREAS in my first Regulation and Division of the 
Counties of this Provinee, i thought fit to order, That 
the Townsted or Village then having the Name of Up- 
land should be called Chester, which I thereupon con- 
stituted the Shire-town of the County of Chester,and or- 
dained and appointed all my Courts of Judicature for 
the Affairs of that County to be there heid and kept, 
and the County Goal or Prison to be and remain there 
for ever. AND whereas about the same Time, or soon 
after, for the Encouragement of the said Town, I was 

leased to grant unto my ancient Friend John Sismcock, 
m Behalf of himself and others the Inhabitants of the 
said Place, the Privilege of a Market to be there week- 
ty heid and kept. After which the said Inhabitants, up- 
on their special Instance, did also obtain frem my iate 
Lieutenant Governor and Ceuncil a Grant for two Fairs 
tobe held in the said Town yearly. Ali which the in- 
habitants ef the said Town, and of the adjacent Parts 
of the said County of Chester, having humbly besought 
me to confirm unto them, together with such addi- 
tional Privi s and Franchises as I might think fit or 
uisite for the better Encouragement of the Seftlers, 
yo Regulation of Trade therein. 


rough; which Town and Borough shall extend from the 
River Delaware two Miles backwards into the Woods; 
and shall be bounded East-ward with the West Side 
of Ridley Creek and Westward with the East side of 
Chester Creek to the said Extent of two Miles back- 
wards from the River, and shall ever hereafter be call- 
ed CHESTER. And I further will, that the Streets, 
Landings and Market-place in the said Town shall for 
ever hereafter be, continue and remain, as they are 
already and have lately been laid out and modelled, 
and approved of by me and my Council, then sitting at 
New castle. 
AND I do hcreby name and corstitute Jasper Yeats, 
‘Ralph Fishbourn, Paul Saunders and Robert Barber, to 
be present Burgesses, and James Lownes High-consta- 
ble of the said Borough, who shall so continue until the 
tenth Day of the first Month next. On which Day, as 
also on the same Day in the same month yearly after- 
wards for ever, it shall and may be lawful to and for the 
Freeholders and House-keepers of the said Town and 
Borough publickly to meet in some convenient Place 
within the said Town, to be by them appointed for that 
Purpose, and then and there nominated, elect and 
choose, by the Ballot of the inhabitants of the said 
Town, fit and able men to be Burgesses, and High-con- 
stable; with such other Officers as by the Burgesses and 
Freemen shall be judged needful for assisting and serv- 
ing the Burgesses in managing the Affairs of the said 
Borough, and keeping of the Peace therein from time to 
time: And the Burgess first chosen in the said Elections 
shall be called Chief Burgess of the said Town. 
And I willand ordain, That all the said Burgesses for 
the Time heing shall be, and are hereby impowered and 
authorized to be Conservators of the Peace within the 
said Borough; and shall have Power by themselves and 
upon their own view, without any Law-proceeding, to 
remove all Nuisances and Ineroachments out of the said 
Streets as they shall see Occasion: With Power also to 
| arrest, imprison and punish Rioters and Breakers of the 
Peace, and to bind them and all other Offenders and 
Persons of evil Fame to the Peace or good Behaviour, 
| as fully and effectually as any of the Justices of 
|the Peace in the said County can do, and retarn or 
bring the Recognizances by them to be taken to the 
Court of Quarter-sessions forthe said County. And that 
the said Chief Burgess from time to time shall, by Vir 
tue of these Presents, without any further or other 
Commission, be one of the Justices of the Peace, and 
_one of the Justices of the County-court and Quarter- 
sessions, Oyer and Terminer and Goal-delivery, in 
) and for the said County of Chester. And shall have full 
Power and Authority with the rest of the said County 
| Justices, or a Quorum of them, or by himself, where the 
Laws of this Province, &c. directs one Justice to award 
| Process, and hold Pleas cognizable, by and before the 
Justices of the said County of Chester from time to time. 
AndI do hereby grant and appoint, That the Sheriff 
and Clerk of the Courts of the said County of Chester for 
the Time being, if not Residents in the said Borough, 
shall appoint and constitute sufficient Deputies, who 
shall from time to time reside or constantly attend in the 
said Town of Chester, to perform the Duties of their res- 
pective Offices. But before any of the said Burgesses, 
Constables, or other Officers, shall take upon them the 
Execution of their respective Offices, they shall sub- 
scribe the Declaration and Profession of their Christian 
Belief, according to the late Act of Parliament, made 
in the first Year of the Reign of King WILLIAM aid 
the late Queen MARY, intitled ‘‘4n Act for exempt- 
ing their Majestie’s Protestant Subjects, dissenting from 
the Church of England, from the Penalties of certain 
Laws.” And they that are to be newly elected for Burges- 
ses, Constables gad other Officers, from time to time 





> hllede 


mk 4 ’ 
SER gid chine AGN tlt Sg MARR oe 


Bam Sa mi as 


ALS ‘2 2 


pe 


SRR IE CET TREY 
ek 


. ee 


Ta ao a la a aia a 


18 29.) 





CAVE AND SPRING NEAR CARLISLE. 


265 





shall be attested for the due Execution of their respec- 
tive Offices; and shall subscribe the said Declarations 
and Profession of Belief before the old Burgesses, or 
such of them as go off and are not again chosen in the 
new Elections: But in case the ola Burgesses are all 
chosen by the new Elections, then they shall have Pow- 
er, and are hereby impowered and qualified to act up- 
on their former Attests and Qualifications. And I do 
further grant and ordain, that the High-constable of the 
said Borough for the Time being shall be Clerk of the 
Market, who shall and may have Assize of Bread, Wine, 
Beer, Wood and other Things; and to do, execute and 
perform, all Things belonging to the Office of Clerk of 


the Market within the said Town and Borough of 
Chester, 


And I do for me, my Heirs and Assigns, grant unto 
the said Burgesses and their Successors, That if any of 
the Inhabitants of the said Town and Borough shall be 
hereafter elected to the Office of Burgess or Constable 
as aforesaid, and, having notice of his or their Election, 
shall refuse to undertake and execute that Office to 
which he is so chosen, it shall be lawful for the Burgess 
or Burgesses then acting to impose moderate Fines up- 
on the Refusers, so as the Burgess’s Fine exceed not 
Ten Pounds, and the Constable’s Five Pounds; to be 
levied by Distress and Sale,by Warrant under the Hand 
& Seal of one or more of the Burgesses, or by other law- 
ful Ways,to the Use of the said Town. And in such Ca- 
ses, it shall be lawful for the said Inhabitants forthwith 
to chuse othersto supply the Defects of such Refusers. 
And that it shall and may be lawful for the said Burges- 
ses and Constable for the Time being to summon and 
assemble Town-meetings, from time to time, as often as 
they shall find Occasion: At which Meetings they may 
make such Ordinances and Rules (not repugnant to, 
or inconsistent with the Laws of this Province) as to 
the greatest Part of the Town-meeting shall seem ne- 
cessary and convenient for the good Government of the 
said Town. “And the same Rules and Ordinances to put 
in Execution; and the same to revoke, alter and make 
anew, as Occasion shall require. And also impose such 
Mulcts and Amerciaments upon Breakers of the said 
Ordinances as to the Makers thereof shall be thought 


reasonable; to be levied as is above directed in Case of 


Fines, to the Use of the Town, without rendering any 
Account thereof tome, my Heirs or Assigns: With 
Power also to the said Meetings to mitigate or release 


the said Fines and Mulcts, upon the Submission of the 
Parties, 


And I do further grant to the said Burgesses and In- 
habitants of the aforesaid Town and Borough of Ches- 
ter, That they and their Successors shall and may, for 
ever hereafter, hold and keep within the said Town in 
every Week of the Year one Market on the fifth Day of 
the Week called Thursday: And also two Fairs there 
in every Year, the first of them to begin the fifth 
Day of the third Month, called May, and to contin- 
ue that Day and two Days after; and the other of the 
said Fairs to begin the fifth Day of October, and to con- 
tinue till the seventh Day of the same Month in such 
Place and Places in the said Town as the Burgesses from 
time to time shall order and appoint. 


And I do further grant, That neither I, nor my Heirs 
or Assigns, shall or will seize any of the Liberties or 
Franchizes hereby granted, nor take any Advantage 
against the said Borough for the non-using or waving 
the present Execution of any of the Powers or Privile- 
ges hereby granted, 


IN WITNESS whereof [ have hereunto set my Hand, 
and caused my Great Seal to be affixed. Dated the 
One-and-thirtieth Day of October, in the Year of our 
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The following is an extract fo a letter published in the 
‘Port Folio” in 1811. In the remaining part of the letter 
a cursory view is given of the Town of Carlisle and the 
surrounding country—but as so many alterations and im- 
provements have taken place since, we hope some 
gentleman will furnish us with a more accurate and de- 
tailed description of Carlisle, its College &c. at the pres- 
ent time. We have not yet been furnished with an ac- 
count of Cumberland County—our wish has been fre- 
quently expressed to be furnished with information re- 
specting each county and town in the state and we have 


already published accounts of several—but many more 
are still wanting. 


The next morning, notwithstanding the fatigues of 
the preceding day, we quitted our beds at an early hour, 
for the purposc of examining the cave. We left the 
town nearly in a north-west direction, and took the bar- 
racks in our course. These building's are of brick, and 
sufficiently large to lodge a considerable force—They 
are old, and, at present, very much dilapidated, particu- 
larly sueh as are not inhabited: two are, however, ten- 
unted, and these had some indicia of comfort in their ap- 
pearance. 

Leaving the barracks, we crossed two or three fields, 
and at length reached the banks of the Canadoguinnet. 
This creek is distant from Carlisle, one mile and a quar- 
ter. There is a house at the place where the road ter- 
minates, at which we procured fire for our candles, and 
then, torch in hand, marched towards the cave. , 

After clambering over a rock, which juts from the 
steep bank into the creek, with some inconvenience 
and danger to our shins, we reached the object of our 
excursion. AS a necessary precaution, we then sat 
down to rest and cool ourselves, before we ventured in- 
to its damp and chilly atmosphere, The opening of the 


| cavern is in a perpendicular limestone rock,of about 20 


feet in height, and has, itself, seven feet of elevation. 
It is nearly semi-circular, and this, joined to the smooth 
surface of the rock, gives it a singular and striking ap- 
| pearance. From the turn of the arch we were led, on 
first looking at it, to think that art had contributed some- 
what to its regularity. It approached, so closely, toa 
circular arc, that although no vestiges of chisselling 
were perceivable, except some trifling ones of a late 
date, we were strongly impressed with this idea. And, 
indeed, it is, in some measure, corroborated, by the 
smoothness of the roof, which, for some little extent, 
though irregular, is not jagged; but wherever there is a 
projection or a chasm, its edges are generally even. 
The shores of the creek and the surrounding scenery 
are romantic, and a foot-bridge, thrown over the water, 
a little above the place were we sat, with some build- 
ings, prettily situated, made the view, though confined, 
very interesting. Something, also, of sublimity is con- 
tributed by the mountains which bound the prospect— 
These are high, and the day being heavy and cloudy, 
they had a sombre and almost grand effect. After tak- 
ing, to guard against the disagreeable consequences of 
the damp, adraught of agua vitz, diluted with a reason- 
able portion of agua putez, we commenced our search. 
Some sensations of awe were pretty generally felt by 
the party on entering the cave. Our footsteps were 
echoed with a heavy dead reciprocation of sound, and 
the gleam of the candles through the thick, moist air, 
gave a pallid and melancholy hue to the countenances 
of each, that, for a few moments, prevented us from in- 
dulging in any thing like merriment. Feelings of this 
kind were, however, soon dissipated; mirth and jollity 


Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred and One. 1701. | uickly succeeded, and our scrutiny was enlivened by 


WILLIAM PENN. 
Recorded Pat. Book, Vol. 2. p. 138. 
Vor. Ill. 34 


the liveliest sallies of humour, and the brightest effusions 


| of gayety and wit. 


The larger part of the cave extends ninety yards, and 
then branches off in three directions. The passage to 
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the right is broad, but low, and, from the moisture of 

the stones, was very difficult of access. After passing | 
this opening, the cave is enlarged to the dimensions of | 
its first division, and we were, in some places, able to | 
stand upright. A very minute search was made to see | 
if there were any other passages from this part, but our 

scrutiny was unsuccessful. We were incited to use con- 

siderable pains in this examination, from learning that 

some time before a stranger had visited this curiosi- 

ty, and, in one of the compartments, discovered a chasm 

sufficiently large to admit the body of a child, and, to all } 
appearance, of considerable extent. From the descrip- | 
tion given of this gentleman, we were led to think it 

had been Mr. Wilson, the ornithologist—Should we 

have found the opening, we were told he had discover- 

ed, we would have spared no labor to render it accessi- 

ble, but we were disappointed. One difficulty in our 

way was, the ignorance we were under as to the divi- 

sion where Mr. W. had noticed the opening. Had this 

been known we might have recognised it—but our 

searches were directed at random, and on that account, 

alone, perhaps were unfortunate. All we could per- 

ceive, was a small round hole, near the ground,’ not 

quite a foot in diameter, and two and a half feet deep, 

in the solid stone. 

After a very attentive and anxious investigation, we 
quitted this compartment, which is called, very ele- 
gantly, “the Devil’s Dining Room,” and proceeded to 
the centre passage. This is very narrow, and, in direc- 
tion, somewhat similar to a winding stair. The ascent 
is steep and irregular, and, after a tedious and ineffec- 
tual endeavor to ascertain its precise extent, we desist- 
ed from pursuing it. It is inaccessible after proceeding 
little better than nine yards, and ends in a perpendicu- 
lar excavation, the height of which we were without 
the means of determining. 

The left hand passage next claimed our attention.— 
At first view, it seems to extend not farther than three 
or four feet, but it takes a sudden turn to the right, and 
would measure, in length, near thirty yards, with suff- 
cient breadth and height to enable a boy to creep along 
it; but after this, it becomes so narrow as not to be pen- 
etrable, except by very diminutive animals. The floor | 
of this passage, owing to the rain which had fallen for 
two or three days before, was entirely covered with 
mud and water, to the depth of from one to five inches, 
so that we had, by no means, a cleanly appearance on 
issuing from it. About seven feet from the entrance of | 
this minor excavation, there are five or six little pools of 
water in the rock, formed by drippings from its roof | 
and sides, and which are sufficiently large to contain a 
quart, and a little better, each. I had the curiosity to 
taste this water, and found it not unpleasant; filtration 
seemed to have deprived it of any bad taste it may have 
originally had. “Many in Carlisle, are ignorant enough 
to think that there are seven springs here, and a num- 
ber of curious tales were told me of the water they con- 
tained. The slightest observation is sufficient to show, 
that they are but stagnant pools of water; only full du- 
ring wet weather, and, when not replenished with rain, | 
sinking through the small fissures of the stone, and re- | 
maining dry. Asit would require a long spell of dry | 
weather to effect this dessication, the vulgar find some 
countenance to their conjectures in the holes being 
almost always full. 

At the farthest extremity of this branch, I found, on a 
small projection, three bones. One seemed to bea 
piece of the thigh bone, and the others of the vertebra, 
but whether ofa brute or human being, my knowledge 
of anatomy was insufficient to the determination. The 
ledge, on which these bones were lying, was ten inches 
from the floor, and extended in length about four fect. 
There appeared to be a cavity between the ledge and 
the ceiling, six inches in width; but I was unable to 
thrust my arm farther in than to the elbow, though it 
seemed to be rather deeper. 


Having now given a very close examination to every 
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accessible compartment of the cave, and fully satisfied 
ourselves, that no penetrable outlet would have been 
discovered had our search continued for years—we 
made our exit, after having been deprived of the light 
of the sun for two hours and more. The change of tem- 
perature was so sudden and so great, that most of us 
dreaded the effects of our excursion would terminate in 
troubleseine colds—but fortunately all escaped. 

In company the next day, our conversation, at one 
time, took a turn toward the place we had visited in the 
morning. One gentleman told us, an opinion very ge- 
nerally prevailed, that formerly, the Indians had made 
it a place of temporary deposit for their spoils of war, 
and, sometimes, a kind of sanctuary for personal con- 
cealment. Many too, he observed, thought it might 
once have been used for the sepulture of warriors who 
had died in battl—This idea, he remarked, was 
strengthened by the discovery, some years back, ef 
skeletons and scattered bones of human bemgs, in va- 
rious parts of the cavern, He did not, however, re- 
member ever having seen any weapons, or remains of 
military habiliments, to indicate that there had been 
any thing either sacred or honorary attached to burials 
there—And, independently of this want of essential 
circumstance to corroborate the supposition, the ap- 
pearance and structure of the cave militates against it. 
The Indians would not be likely to turn a place of the 
kind into a receptacle for the deceased warriors of their 
tribes, (whose funerals were always accompanied with 
considerable, though rude pageantry) without attempt- 
ing to bestow on it, an air of artificial grandeur, by 
sculptures, or similar ornaments. But no appearance 
of there having everexisted magnificence of this kind, is 
at present tobe perceived, so that the notion seems en- 
tirely unfounded. The most rational idca is, that an- 
ciently, it was used as a habitation, when either the 
weather or season, or perhaps natural indolence inter- 
fered to prevent the construction of more commodious 
dwellings; and, that such members of families as died, 
were carried to the inner apartments, and consigned, 
without any other ceremonies than those which natural 
affection dictated, to some nook or ledge, and slightly 
covered with earth. When one family became tired of 
their place of residence, they resigned the possession to 
ihe next who was willing to accept it,and, from this cause, 
it is likely,it was constantly eccupied. 

Before the company separated, we agreed to meet 
in the morning, for the purpose of proceeding to ano- 
ther natural curiosity, called the *‘Hogshead Hole,” or 
‘‘Hogshead Spring.” This is situated a mile and a 
half north of the town, in the middle of a Jarge field, 
and about a quarter of a mile from the road. Itis an 
excavation in the ground, nearly conical, and presents 
to the eye, on one side, a face of limestone rock, luxuri- 
antly fringed with flowering vines, where 

----— ——* creeping shrubs of thousand dyes, 
“ Wav'd in the west-wind’s summer sighs;” 
On the other, a regular, beautiful descent, covered 
with long, soft grass. At the top it is circular, and, as 
near as we could determine, by stepping round, fifty- 
four feet in circumference. tn the rock, and six or 
eight feet from the summit, there is an opening, hand- 
somely arched, with a descent of near forty degress, 
sufficiently large to admit a man stooping, and ten feet 
in depth. With some danger, from the slippery 
ground, we got to the bottom of the cavity, where we 
found a pool of delicious water, to all appearance stag- 
nant, yet sweet, cool, and refreshing. For these quali 
ties I was told the water is always remarkable, though 
there are no visible apertures by which it either enters 
or runs off. When this wonderful account was first gi- 
ven us, we felt disposed to laugh, and to satisfy ourselves 
that there was deception of some kind—with a little 
trouble we cleared out the spring from the leaves and 
dirt which had collected in it, and subjected every 
part to a rigid scrutiny. We were unable to discover 
any outlet. 
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I was much better pleased with my visit to this re- | that allegiance which he owed at the time of his birth. 
markable spring, than with the search in the cave. | From this it would appear that the amor patrie with Mr. 
Here, after walking half an hour, under a scorching | Malcelm, consisted more in the love of political institu- 
sun, we were gratified by finding a spot, attractive | tions than of the natale solum. Many were of the same 
both for its shade and its intrinsic beauty, and refreshed | way of thinking; but the year 1788 was rather too late a 
by a draught of water, more preferable to us, at that | period to put such a determination into execution. 
time, than the parest chrystal of Helicon, We enjoy-| Malcolm was of diminutive stature, had a remarkably 

ed the voluptuous breezes which played around us at | squeaking voice, and was effeminate in his manners. 
this delightful place, for almost two hours, and were That *thonest chronicler,” Robert Proud, was born 
only drawn from it by the approach of the dinner hour. | in England, in 1728, which country he left in the latter 
H.C. 0. | part. of the year 1758, and in the beginning of the fol- 
| lowing year landed in America, where he was kindly 
PROGRESS OF LITERATURE IN PENNSYL.-| received, but having no employment, spent several 
VANIA. | : | months in travelling, principally among friends, in the 
Prior to the revolution an American version of the | eastern provinces. Returning, towards the close of 
entire lyric works of Horace was in progress, which ap- | that year, he commenced teaching Greck and Latin, in 
peared in an octavo volume in 1786, from Oswald’s | the Friend’s School in Philadelpliia, and continued in 

































press, in Philadelphia. This volume, which on the ti- 
tle page is said to be bya native American, contains a 
number of original poems.. The name of the author 
was Jolin Parke, who says, in his dedication to General 
Washington, ‘“‘many of these translations which I have 
the honor of addressing to you, were the work of my 
youthful days, when I scarce numbered fifteen years 
in the scale of my existence: others were written at a 


that employment until 1770, when he entered into mer- 
cantile business with his younger brother, John, which 
was continued, until interrupted by the revolution, 
when, reduced in his circumstances, by the stoppage of 
trade and depreciation of continental money, he under- 
took to write a history of Pennsylvania. 

In the year 1780 his necessities compelied him to re- 
sume the duties of a teacher, which he continued to 












more advanced period of life; some in the retirement of | perform with undiminished reputation, until 1790, when 
a winter cantonment, and others in the accidental) increased years induced him to relinquish bis arduous 
quietude of a camp.” Concerning Mr. Parke, we | occupation, and he now devoted his time to the com- 
have been able to learn but very little. It is supposed | pletion of his history, which was published in Philadel- 
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that he was born in the state of Virginia, and that soon | 


and returned to Arundel, in Virginia. That he was a 
student at the Philadelphia college, in 1769 and 1770, 
may be inferred from tlie fact of several of his odes be- 
ing addressed to different professors in that institution, 
and dated college. Presuming his age to have been 
nineteen at this time, he was born about the year 1750. 
He was an officer in the army, but of what grade we 
have not learnt. Many of his odes are addressed to his 
fellow soldiers. He appears to have served in various 
quarters, one of his odes being dated, camp before Bos- 
ton, 1775, some from other head quarters, but from the | 
dates of others, we conclude that he was with Wash- 
ington’s division from 1775 to 1779. 

Among the miscellaneous poems, translations and | 
original, which compose part of this volume, are seve- | 
ral from the Greek and Latin, which, Mr. Parke in- | 
forms us, were ** written between the years 1720 and 
1730, by the learned and facetious David French, Esq., | 
late of the state of Delaware.” 

These manuscripts were found in an old trunk. Who | 
David French was we have been unable to discover; 
but he was unquestionably a scholar, of correct taste, | 
and possibly might have been a better poet than many 
who at this day are better known. ‘A Mr. Prior, a_ 
young gentleman of Dover,” also contributed several | 
copies of verses; but he belonged to that class of versi- | 
fiers who aim at immortality by writing ‘‘sonnets to 
their mistresses’ eyebrows.” 

Prefixed to this volume there is an odd looking em- 
bellishment, by way of frontispiece, which was design- 
ed by Peter Markoe, and drawn and engraved by James | 
Peller Matcolm. It is a very unfavorable specimen of | 
the state of the fine arts in Philadelphia, at that time, 
and is now noticed only on account of the engraver. 
Malcolm was born in Philadelphia, where he served his 
apprenticeship with David Terr. For about two years 
after the expiration of his term, he exercised his trade 
in his native city, and removed to London in 1788, 
where he acquiredsome celebrity as an antiquarian and 
engraver. He published several volumes of antiquities 
and other subjects, and died in the year 1815. In the 
Gentleman’s Magazine, for June of that year, isa sketch 
of his life, written by himself, in which he states, with 
an air of great self-satisfaction, that he no sooner became 
his own master, and was at liberty freely to exercise his 
own judgment, than he crossed the Atlantic to pay 





after the publication of his poems, he left Philadelphia, 





phiain 1797. He continued to reside in that city until 
his decease, on the 4th or 5th of July, 1813, in the 85th 
year of his age. He retained his mental faculties un- 
impaired until his last illness, and suffered less from bo- 
dily infirmity than is usual with those who arrive at so 
great anage. Hewas nevermarricd. His figure was 
tall, erect and slender; his countenance strongly marked 
and expressive; his dress neat, and though not remark- 
able for its plainness, conformable to that of the Society 
of Friends, of which he was a member. His general 
appearance was venerable and commanding; his man- 
pers were polished, mild and conciliatory; his moral 
conduct through life was pure and irreproachable; and 
his classical attainments were unusually various, accu- 
rate and extensive. 

There is no American poet so purely national as 
Philip Freneau. His writings are characterized by ro- 
bust energy, suited to the times in which they were pub- 
lished. Devoid of the ornament of language, and the 
flowers of imagination, they depend upon genuine wit 


_and good sense, clearly expressed, to secure the favor 


of the reader. Freneau was almost destitute of pathos, 
not very nice in the selection of his rhymes, and he 
wrote principally upon occasional subjects; yet the sub- 
jects chosen were of such a nature, that his poems have 
lost but little of their origiral interest, by the lapse of 
time. He commenced writing during the revolution, 
and his songs were popular among the sold:ery. He 
contributed liberally to the newspaper press, both in 
prose and verse, and his communications were eagerly 
and beneficially circulated throughout the different 
states. The name of Freneau was generally known, 
and we frequently meet with complimentary reference 
to his writings. 

Freneau published a volume of miscellaneous wri- 


‘tings in 1786, another two years afterwards, and a third 


in 1795. In 1809 he published two volumes of poems, 
selected from the foregoing, to which original poems 
were added. In 1815 he gave to the public two small 
volumes more, which were published in New York, all 
the others having been printed in Philade.lphia. Ou 

author was at one time a captain ofa vessel ‘n the coast- 
ing trade, and for two years the editor of a newspaper. 
He commenced the National Gazette in Philadelphia, 
on the 31st of October, 1791, and it was continued, 
twice a week, until the 26th of October, 1793. He dis- 
played considerable talent in this arduous and responsi- 
ble station, and in his latter years did not escape the in- 
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variable fate of the votaries of the Muses, poverty. We | left, resumed his studies, and finally graduated at Har- 
Lave been unable to learn the events of his protracted | vard in 1790. He left the Ale Mater with no very 
life, and trust that those who may be familiar with his | kindly feelings, & we presume that there was but little 





career, will not withhold an account of it from the pub- 
lic. He was born in New Jersey. 

Hugh Henry Breckenridge, the facetious and satiric- 
al author of Modern Chivalry, maintains a conspicuous 
place in the literature of Pennsylvania. His public sta- 
tion, eccentricity of character, and literary productions 
render him a subject for the pen of the biographer, and 
no time should be lost in preparing such a publication, 
for if a few years more are permitted to elapse, without 
collecting the materials, instead of the vivid and graph- 
ic picture of the man, nothing more than a rude and 
imperfect outline will be presented. There is still an 
abundance of anecdote, illustrative of his character, and 
he possessed so many striking features, that the artist 
must be unskilful indeed, who could not endue his 
sketch almost with vitality. Our author was by birth a 
Scotchman; educated tothe bar, and appointed to a 
seat onthe bench of the Supreme Court of Pennsylva- 
nia, in 1799. We resided at Carlisle, in the interior of 
that state, and died in the year 1816. The romance of 
Modern Chivalry is his masterpiece; and the pungency 
of iis satire reminds us not unfrequently of both the 
strength and coarseness of Rabelais and Swift. The 
second part of this work appeared in 1792. A small 
volume, entitled Gazette Publications, which appeared 
at Carlisle in 1806, contains much sportive wit. This 
volume is simply what its title promises; a number of 
essays, which he had giyen to the public, in the ephe- 
meral columns of newspapers, collected into «a more 
permanent form. His Law Miscellanies contains more 
speculative entertainment than solid instruction; and 
his Epistle to Walter Scott will not place him, asa ver- 
sifier, above mediocrity. We are not familiar with any 
other of his productions, except the opinions delivered 
in his judicial capacity. These develope great resources 
of mind, if not much profundity of legal acquirement. 
He appears to have been fond of dissenting from the 
decision of his fellow judges, which collision of opinion 
elicited much ingemous argument, and affords the 
practitioner of Jaw an opportunity of viewing many im- 
portant points of his profession in various aspects. 
Breckenridge was entirely too speculative for the 
thorough-paced lawyer, who. if he take a step without 
precedent, is immediately lost in a labyrinth of confu- 
sion. There are many in the profession who exclaim 
ita lex scripta est, and there is no departing from this 
maxim; who, on every occasion, confidently cite a case 
in point, without dreaming that every case has its shade 
of distinction. Breckenridge was unwilling to travel in 
the beaten track, merely because it had been travelled 
before; and if, after investigation, he discovered another 
to be the right path, though from long disuse over. 
grown with briers and brambles, he would endeavour 
to force his way through it, regardless of the difficulties 
which he might encounter in the undertaking. 

About the commencement of the present century, 
several writers of a superior order of intellect appeared 
in Philadelphia. It strikes us that at no period, before 
or since, has that city contained so many, qualified to 
shine in the department of polite literature. The Port 
Folio called into action talent, which otherwise would 
have lain dormant; but the literature of that paper was 
tainted with the asperity of the times. The muses 
were made subservient to politics, and more so in Phila- 
delphia than in any other city in the union; for, being 
the seat of government, it appears to have been im- 
practicable even to breathe the atmosphere that sur- 
rounded it, during that turbulent period, without par. 
taking of the contagion. 

John E. Hall, Esq. has published a sketch of the life 
of Joseph Dennie, from which we learn that he was born 
in Boston, on the 30th of August, 1768. His father was 
a respectable merchant of that city. 

























In 1784, our au- | and afterwards to the law. 


congeniality between the austere discipline of a college, 
and the convivial propensities of Dennie. He commen- 
ced the study of the law at Charlestown, New Hamp- 
shire, the same year, and was duly admitted to the bar, 
but appears to have been disgusted at the outset, by a 
plain matter of fact judge, who could not discover the 
object of a speech which the young advocate pronoun- 
ced before him, so profusely were the flowers of rheto- 
ric scattered. This discomfiture,—and it is such as is 
encountered by most beginners, who attempt to soar 
beyond the regions of common sense—had an evident 
effect upon the delicate mind of Dennie, and he decla- 
red that it would be the last time that he would attempt 
to batter down a stone wall with roses. How long he re- 
mained at Charlestown is not known. He removed to 
Walpole, where he opened an office for a short time, 
and in the Spring of 1795 he went to Boston, and en- 
deavored to establish a weekly paper, under the title of 
the Tablet. This paper was first published on the 19th 
of May, and terminated on the 11th of August. Disap- 
pointed in this project,he returned toWalpole,& became 
the editor of the Farmer’s Museum, in which he commen- 
ced hisessays,entitled The Lay Preacher. He became dis- 
satisfied with the conduct of the proprietors of the Muse- 
um towards him, & in 1799 he removed to Philade!phia, 
in consequence of being appointed private secretary to 
Mr. Pickering, then Secretary of State. This station 
he held until the memorable dispute between the Pres- 
ident and his secretaries in the following year. His first 
care was now to liquidate the debts which he owed, 
when he left New Hampshire. On the 3d of January, 
1801, he issued! the first number of the Port Folio, 
which, under his auspices, tended more to the dissemi- 
nation of a correct taste in literature, than any periodi- 
cal published on the continent of America at that peri- 
od. He died January 7, 1812, and “owed to friendship 
the last repose of his mortal remains,” a striking illus- 
tration of hisown humorous remark;—‘“‘To study with a 
view of becoming an author by profession in America, is 
a prospect of no less flattering promise than to publish 
among the Esquimaux an essay on delicacy of taste, or 
tofound an academy of sciences in Lapland.” He was 
buried in the burial ground of St. Peter’s Church in 


: Philadelphia, and John Quincy Adams wrote the in- 


scription for the monument over his grave. Few au- 
thors have been as fortunate in the acquisition of fame 
as Dennie; for when we examine upon how slight a se- 
curity it depends, the wonder arises how it was acqui- 
red. His literary labors may be briefly enumerated.— 
They consist of the Lay Preacher, about twelve num- 
bers of a paper,entitled the Farrago,and his editorial par 


| agraphs in. the Port Folio, for he confined himself to 


paragraphs, and depended, in a great degree, on the 
contributions of correspondents, and foreign journals, 
to fill his pages. His reading was various but not pro- 
found, and, blest with a retentive memory, he did not 
soon forget what he read. He was a conyivialist, 
possessed of a fine flow of animal spirits; and great col- 
joquial powers, by which means, all that he knew ap- 
peared to the best advantage. 

Among the contributors to the Port Folio was Alex- 
ander Graydon, author of a delightful book, entitled 
“Memoirs of a Life, chiefly passed in Pennsylvania.” — 
He was an officer for a short time in the revolutionary 
army, and his book contains many graphic sketches of 
occurrences of that eventful period. He wrote with 
much pleasantry, and seldom fails to impress, in vivid 
colors, his pictures on the imagination of the reader.— 
Graydon was born on the 10th of April, 1752, in the vil- 
lage of Bristol. His father, who had been designed for 
the pulpit, left Ireland in 1730, and on his arrival in 
America, directed his attention to mercantile pursuits, 
In 1761 the subject of our 


thor was placed in a compting-house, which he soon ! notice lost his father, whose property being inadequate 
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of the case may be expected this year in. the regular 
course of business—that the amount of the bequest was 
in due time invested in productive stocks—that the in- 
terest thereon, amounting to about a thousand dollars 
per quarter; is regularly invested in the same way un- 
der the direction of the Orphan’s Court—that the com- 
mittee can devise no means whereby the appropriation 
of the money pursuant to the will of the Testator. can 
be acelerated, and therefore, that the decision of the 
court must be awaited. 


to the support of his widow, she removed to Philadel- 
phia, and established a boarding house. Mr. Graydon 
received the rudiments of the Latin language from Mr. 
Beveridge, and at the age of sixteen commenced the stu- 
dy of the law. During this probation he acquired some 
knowledge of the French language. In January 1776, 
he received a captain’s commission in the battalion un- 
der the command of Col. Cadwalader. In the Spring of 
the same year, his regiment was ordered to New York, 
and in November surrendered to the British, at Fort 
Washington. 

It was not until the early part of 1778, that he was 
exchanged, and he did not afterwards resume his sta- 
tion in the army. He now married; was admitted tothe 
bar,and in 1785 was appointed prothonotary of the coun- 
ty of Dauphin, which office he held until the election of 
Governor M‘Kean, when he was removed, on account 
of his political opinions. He makes use of unbecoming 
asperity of language, in his commentson certain gentle- 
men, at that time distinguished in the democratic party. 
His remarks are otherwise liberal, and indicative of a 
cultivated mind. His reading must have been exten- 
sive, and his desire to display it has sometimes the ap- 
pearance of pedantry. He wrote political essays in Fen- 
no’s Gazette, in 1797, and at different periods contribu- 
ted tothe Port Folio. He died in 1818, in Philadelphia, 
aged about sixty-five. In stature he was beneath the 
common size, and in his youth remarkably active; pos- 
sessing an intelligent countenance, which became ani- 
mated in conversation. He has been thus described: 
**He was one of the few survivors of that old school of 
accomplished gentlemen, which flourished before our 
revolution; ata period when the courtesy of society 
was not disturbed by insubordination in systems, nor vi- 
olated by laxity insentiments. In his youth Mr. Gray- 
don was remarkable for the elegance of his person, and 
he retained that advantage in an uncommon degree, un- 
til his latest hour.” He had projected a revised and an 
enlarged edition of his Memoirs, but died before he had 
made much progress. 2 

Samuel Ewing was one of the intimates of Dennie.— 
He was the son of Dr. Ewing; was born in Philadelphia, 
August 16, 1776, and educated under his father, while 
prover. of the college. He was placed in the compting- 

ouse of John Swanwick, already mentioned, and made 
one voyage as supercargo, but to what port we know 
not. On his return he abandoned commercial pursuits, 
studied law with William Lewis, and was called to the 
bar in the year 1800. Inthe early volumes of the Port 
Folio, he published some poetical pieces, entitled ‘‘Re- 
flections in Solitude,” besides other writings, both in 
prose and verse. In 1809 he commenced the “Select 
Reviews, and Spirit of the Foreign Magazines,” which 
he continued to edit about three years, when he sold his 
interest. He now devoted himself exclusively to his 
profession, and died February 8, 1825. R. P. 8, 
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TRIBUTE OF RESPECT. 


At a special meeting of the directors of the Athenz- 
um of Philadelphia, the following resolutions were unan- 
imously adopted : 

Atheneum, March 31st, 1829. 

The Board having learned the melancholy intelli- 
gence of the decease of Wm. Lehman, one of its mem- 
bers, at Harrisburg, on the 29th inst. it was 

Resolved, That while we deplore the event of his 
death as a public loss, we deem it due to his memory, to 
record our testimony of the high estimation in which we 
held his character as a member of this Board. 

That this board feel deeply impressed with a sense of 
the great utility of his services to this state, by a steady 
and untiring perseverance, for a series of years, in de- 
veloping her resources, and in directing their efficient 
application to the perfection of a system of internal im- 
provement, eminently calculated to elevate the charac- 


ter, and promote the agricultural and manufacturing in- 
terest of the commonwealth. 


At a meeting of the Directors held on the 20th April, 
the following resolution was adopted. 

Whereas, the directors have received information 
that the sum of ten thousand dollars has been bequeath- 
ed to the Athenzum by their lamented associate the 
late William Lehman, Esq. for the erection of a buil- 
ding: 

iesolved, That the very liberal bequest of Mr. Leh- 
man to this institution, merits the warmest feelings of 
gratitude of the Board, and we pledge ourselves that no 
effort on our part shall be wanting to carry into effect 
the intention of the donor, at a suitable period, and to 
demonstrate to the public how highly we appreciate so 
laudable an example. 

Resolved, That the above resolution be published. 

WM. MILHENNEY,Sec’y. 


PENNSYLVANIA HORTICULTURAL 
SOCIETY. 

At the stated meeting held on Monday, the 6th April, 
various interesting products were brought forward, a- 
mong which the following deserve particular notice: 

Mr. D’Arras exhibited—1. A Mespilus Japonica,with 
its beautiful yellow plums perfectly ripe. The plant, 
when in flower, was shown last autumn. 2. A shad- 
dock grown by himself, 17 inches in circumference. 

Mr. M’Arran brought Cassa Suaveoxess, in flower. 
This plant is a native of New South Wales, and was in 
troduced by the late eminent botanist, Fred. Pursh, in 
the year 1803, and was first cultivated by the late W. 
Hamilton Esq. at the Woodlands. 

Mr. A. Parker exhibited several beautiful daisies in 
flower. 

Messrs. Landreth—1. Several magnificent plants of 
CameExra Japonica, white, rose colered and white and 
red. 2, Heads of a very large and improved variety of 
early lettuce, the result of their own experiments and 
skill. 3. Two bottles of white currant wine, sent them 
by John Prince, Esq. Jamaica Plains, near Boston, 
for the society in order to show that the opinion of the 
report of the society’s meetings held in November last, 








REPORT ON WILLS’ LEGACY. 


Philadelphia, April 16, 1825. 

The Subscribers, a Committee appointed by the 
Town Meeting of citizens of the city and county of Phil- 
adelphia, on the 31st ult. ‘‘to inquire into the state of 
the fund bequeathed by the late James Wills, to estab- 
lish an Asylum for the Lame and Blind Poor, and wheth- 
er any, and if any, what measures are proper to be pur- 
sued to secure a compliance with the views of the Tes- 
tator,” beg leave to report—That upon application to 
the Executors of the will, and the counsel employed by 
the public authorities of the city, they find that the 
amount of the bequest is about ninety thousand dollars 
—That owing to an informality or misnomer in tbe title 
of the city, the authorities of which were left Trustees 
of the fund, a suit has been commenced by the heirs in 
the Supreme Court of the state, to determine whether 
the error vitiates the bequest; that a trial of the merits 
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viz. that currant wine docs not improve by age, is not cor- 
rect. The impression that this description of wine does 
not improve beyond the third or fourth year, very gen- 
erally obtains. Mr. P. cultivates the white currant ex- 
tensively for wine, and uses no other wine. This spe- 
cies of currant, as mentioned in a former report, is so 
far preferable. that it ought to be substituted for the red, 
which is commonly used for making wine in the United 
States. The Society are duly sensible of Mr. Prince’s 
attention, but candor requires it to be said, that his wine 
was thought to be slightly acid, and not equal to some 
specimens exhibited at the meeting of the society in No- 
vember last. 

The Chairman, Dr. Mease, called the attention of the 
society to the delicious vegetable Sea-Kale, and urged 
the cultivation of it to the practical gardeners present. 
Although a standing dish, in season, at all tables in 
England, it is not known as an esculent in Pennsylvania. 
It has, however, been partially cultivated in Massachu- 
setts and Connecticut, and is highly deserving univer- 
sal culture. By many, it is preferred to asparagus.-— 
The late Mr. Curtis, of London, well known as an ex- 
cellent botanist and gardener, wrote a pamphlet on the 
Sea-Kale, which may be had at Mrs. M‘Mahon’s seed 
store, South Second street. Directions for its culture 
are also given in M‘Mahon’s Gardener, in the Philadel- 
phia edition of Brewster’s Edmburgh Encyclopedia, 
article Horticulture, and in the 5th volume of Memoirs 
of the Philadelphia Society for Promoting Agriculture. 
This last paper is by the Rev. Dr. Miller, of Princeton, 
New Jersey. No more difficulty attends the cultivation 
of this plant thanof asparagus; and it lasts many more 
years than this last named plant. Messrs. Landreth 
and. Mrs. M‘Mahon cultivate Sea-Kale for the seed. 

The following resolution was adopted: 

That a premium of ten dollars, or a gold medal of 
that value, be awarded to the person who shall bring to 














it proper, in considering this bill, so to modify it as to 
make the loan the present year two millions two hundred 
thousand dollars, it will, be assured gentlemen, afford 
me great pleasure to unite and co-operate with you. 
‘J. ANDREW SHULZE. 
Harrisburg, April 20th 1829. 


ANNALS OF PHILADELPHIA. 
FROM THE RECOVERED MINUTES. 


1770 The Water street draw-bridge feli )i—the 

| April27. foundation giving way to the great danger 
and inconvenience of the. inhabitants—who 
presented a petition praying relief. Agreed 
that the Mayor call a meeting of the magistrates 

and assessors of the city, to propose laying a 

tax for erecting a substantial stone bridge 
across the Dock in Water street. 

May 28. Recorder reported to the Board that the ma- 
gistrates and assessors had a conference, and 
the latter refused to lay a tax, unless from an 
inspection into the state of the funds it should 
appear they were not sufficient to defray the 
expense of the bridge. The board ‘‘were 
clearly of opinion, that they were under no ob- 
ligations to apply the funds of the Corporation 
to erecting the said bridge. The act of As- 
sembly expressly directing that the Magis- 
trates of the City, should, in conjunction with 
the Assessors, from time to time lay a tax on the 
inhabitants for such like public purposes.— 
That therefore the claim of the said Assessors 
to inspect the state of our funds was new and 
without any foundation in right.” Agreed to 
resume the consideration of the subject ata 
future time;and.a committee appointed to have 
a fence put up to prevent personal danger. 





orous operations. If in your wisdom, you should deem 





the Philadelphia Market in the year 1831, the greatest | July 31. The above subject resumed. Agreed to re- 


quantity (not less than 12 bunches of one pound each) 
and best quality of Skra-Kaxe, properly bleached. The 
secretary of the Society to be informed when the first 
parcel is offered forsale. Application for the premium 
to be made not later than the first Monday in July,1831. 

A committee was appointed to make arrangements 
for the first exhibition of horticultural products. 





GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE ON CANAL BILL. 
To the Senate and House of Representatives of the Com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania. 


GentTLEmEN—The bill, entitled an act relative to the | 


Pennsylvania Canal and Rail Road, has, since it was pre. 
sented to me, engaged my serious attention and deliber- 
ation. The result is that I feel an imperative obligation 
upon me to return it with objections to the house of 
representatives, where it originated. 

This commonwealth may be considered as pledged 
to prosecute with energy the scheme of internal im- 
provement. She has commenced with a laudable spirit 
of enterprise, and a wise conception of her policy and 
interest; but while she is liberal in appropriating to its 
execution her resources, she looks to us, her servants, 
for a judicious and economical application of them. — 
And she is right in thus holding us responsible. Acting 
upon this recognised right on the one hand, and respon- 
sibility on the other, should we not, in authorising loans 
upon her credit, and for her use, have a watchful care, 
that we do not exceed the amount which, calculating 
from the largest expenditure of former years, will be 
amply sufficient to meet the demand of the present, 
oT by that means avoid the payment of unnecessary in- 
terest upon an unnecessarily large principal. The last 
season was particularly favourable for constructing pub- 
lic works, and the sum required did not far exceed two 
millions, itis therefore not probable, that a sum much 
exceeding the loan of last year will be necessary the 
present season, for all the purposes of spirited and vig- 


pair, build up, and put in good order the stone 
walls at the place where the wooden bridge 
stood. But on taking the question whether a 
bridge should also be built at the expense of 
the board, it was decided in the negative. A 
‘ committee appointed to have the walls erect- 
ed, and draw on Treasurer for expense of it. 
Oct. 2. Samuel Shoemaker elected Mzyor, & James 
Allen, Joshua Howell, and —— Fisher, Al- 
dermen, 
The following Rents were paid for last year: 
Middle ferry on Schuylkill, £200; old ferry on 
Delaware at £30; a stand under the Court- 
| house, £25; blue anchor landing, £50; new 
ferry, £30; Potter’s field, £10; 26 stalls in Jer- 
sey Market at 80s.; 20 at 60s.; 66 at west end 
of Court-house, 60s. 
1771 An address voted to Gov. Penn, on occasion 
| April 27. of his going to England, in consequence of the 
death of his father, Richard Penn, in which 
they assure his honor that “they consider it 
not the least unfortunate circumstance atten- 
ding that event, that it will deprive us ofa 
Governor, whose strict probity,mild administra- 
tion, and love of justice, have given him the 
universal esteem of the people over whom 





visions which have too often disturbed our 
public councils.” 
Sundry fines collected from persons in- 
dicted andconvicted of ¢ riot and breaking di- 
vers public lamps,amounting to £105—agreed 
to “be generously givento the wardens, to be 
laid out for the use of the said,city in lighting 
the public lamps, and supporting the nightly 
watch,” 
Oct. 1. John Gibson, elected Mayor. 
| Oct. 28. Address and entertainment voted to the new 
Governor, Richard Penn. 


| he has presided, and healed those unhappy di- 
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“The Commissioners for clearing the river 


April 3. Delaware andremoving obstructions to its nav- | 


Oct. 6. 


1773 


igation,”’ apply for a sum of money to assist in 
carrying it on—£300 voted for the purpose. 

£500 voted towards opening, clearing, and 
making ‘‘the new Road lately laid out and or- 
dered to be opened by the Governor and 
Council, leading from the middle ferry on 
Schuylkill to the town of Strasburg, in Lan- 
caster county, provided £1000 be voted by 
the Assembly. 

The Recorderand other gentlemen of the 
Law, (members of the board, ) desired to con- 
sider the propriety of making some ordinance 
to prevent the practice of buying and selling 
provisions, coming to the market, before the 
times of holding the said markets, whereby 
the price of provisions brought to market have 
been much increased. 

“The new market at the south end of the 
city having not been regularly under the care 
of the Clerk of the market—it is now ordered, 
that for the future, the said Clerk take the 
proper care of that market, and receive the 
rents of the stalls. 

J. Gibson, re-elected Mayor. 


‘Jan’y 26. A Committee of Assembly confer with the 


Jan’y 29. 


May 1. 


oo eee 


~ 


June 14. 


Board, stating the necessity of another Market- 
house. The Board agree to erect one-at their 
own expense. The place to be hereafter de- 
cided. 

The new Market agreed to be built in 
Market street, between 3d and 4th streets— 
Joseph Wood, Joseph Shippen, jr. and Ste- 
phen Carmick appointed a Committee tqagree 
with workmen and superintend it. 

A number of stalls to be also added to the 
Market in 2d near South. 

A remonstrance presented by some of the in- 
habitants in the neighborhood, complaining 
that a Market in that place, (between 3d and 
4th,) would be an additional incumbrance to 
the street, and would greatly incommode 
them. _A counter memorial was also present- 
ed, from inhabitants chiefly residing in the up- 
per end of Market street, urging the Board to 
proceed. ‘The whole matter being taken in- 
to serious consideration, and the Board, altho’ 
very averse todo any act which may incom- 
mode any number of the respectable inhabi- 
tants of the city, yet having pledged their 
faith to the Assembly of the Province, that the 
market should be built, and being themselves 
convinced of the necessity thereof, for the ac- 
commodation of the inhabitants, both of the 
country and city, and not being able to discoy- 
er any other place so convenient for this pur- 
pose, came to the following Resolutions: 

On the Ist question, Whether this Board is 
satisfied of their right to build the said Market 
in the middle of the street called High street, 
leaving a proper space on each side for the 
passage of carriages? carried in the affirma- 
tive. 

On the 2d question whether the building the 
additional market resolved on at last meeting 
be immediately carried into execution—decid- 
ed in affirmative. 

The Mayor laid before the board an applis- 
cation in writing from some of the Inhabitants 
of the city residing or owning houses in Mar- 
ket street requesting the board would decline 
the immediate carrying into execution their 
resolution to erect market stalls in said street 
between 3d and 4th streets and that they would 
consent to the entering an amicable suit at law 
to try the right of this corporation to erect 


a 


June 22. 


June 24. 


271 








those stalls. The Board decided in the nega- 
tive. 

It being represented that the stones and 
lime prepared for building the addition to the 
market in High street have been violently 
taken and carried away from the ground where 
they were deposited and the lime house pull- 
ed down and destroyed. The Board taking 
the same into consideration—and the question 
being put whether this Board shall proceed to 
bring such actions to recover damages for the 
injury they have sustained, as the Law mem- 
bers of this Board shall think necessary and 
proper. Carried unanimously in the affirma- 
tive. 

And these Law members to be a committee 
to draw orders to defray the expenses of car- 
rving on the suits. 

The Board then took into consideration the 
propriety of proceeding in the work after the 
the suits shall be brought—and the question 
being put whetherthe committee shall be di- 
rected to desist for the present from proseeut- 
ing the work until this Board shall give furth- 
er directions therein. 

Carried by a majority in the affirmative. 

The Board having at their last meeting di- 
rected the committee for erecting the market 
to desist from prosecuting the work till they 
should receive the further directions of the 
Board: But many of the members having at 
that time expressed their desire that a meeting 
of the Corporation might soon be called to de- 
termine finally concerning that measure. It 
was therefore now proposed that as the last 
resolution was only temporary and the work- 
men were not ordered to be discharged, the 
Board should now give their final directions 
there-upon. On resuming the consideration 
of that matter and the question being put 
whether the Committee shall be directed to 
proceed in their work. Carried by a great 
majority in the affirmative. 

It being represented that the Meal Market 
is become an offensive place, and that it is 
chiefly made use of by the Hucksters of Meal, 
and not by the Country people, for whose use 
it was originally intended—an alteration was 
proposed and adopted, viz: to carry up piers 
in a line with the other piers of the market, to 
support the roof, and to take down the stand- 
ing walls so as to control the market and leave 
more space for the passage of carriages on the 
north, south, and west-—and that being so les- 
sened it might still be keptas a meal market 
for the use of the Country people. 

It was proposed that the public scales for 
weighing of Hay, which the Board formerly re- 
solved on, be now immediately provided; and 
a Committee appointed to determine epee the 
proper plan, and to have one erected at the 
slip on Vine street, and another at the Blue 
Anchor. 

It being complained of as very inconvenient 
in the market place, that horses should be 
suffered to stand in the carts which bring pro- 
visions, during the time these provisions are 
selling—the Clerk of the market is to prevent 
a continuance of the practice. 

Agreed to erect a number of additional stalls 
in the new market near South street, so as to 
fill up the vacancy between those already 
built, leaving out Lombard street, together with 
such a proper space of ground on each side 
that street, as the committee shall think conve- 
nient; and also so many single stalls to the 
southward and northward of those now stand_ 
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ing, as shall make in the whole number now | and rail road purposes, between the Ist day of April, 
standing, not exceeding twenty. , 1828, and the Ist day of April 1829; also how much has 
1773. The Board being met agreeable to the re- been drawn within the present month, and what the 
June 29. quest of a number of the inhabitants of this probable demand will be within the next month, I have 
city, of the Society of the people called Qua- the honor to transmit herewith a statement which exhib- 
kers; an address was read and presented to its the amount paid for canal and rail road purposes, be- 
the Board earnestly requesting they would for tween the 1st of April 1828, and the Ist. of April 1829; 
the present suspend the carrying into execu- | as alsothe amount paid for said purposes during the 
tion their resolution of building an additional | present month. 
number of stalls to the market in High street, | As it regards the “probable demand within the next 
representing that the minds of the people were | month,” I have to state to your honourable body, that I 
much agitated and that such a suspension have no means whereby to form an estimate save that of 
would be the means of restoring peace to the | comparison with the disbursements of the correspond- 
City. After many debates and a full discus- | ing month of the last year, which will be found by the 
sion of the subject it was agreed by a majority | statement herewith transmitted, to be $201,784 13. 
to suspend the work, and to bring aciions for I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obe- 
the trespasses already committed—also resolv- | dient servant, : A. MAHON, 
ed to desist from building the stalls in the new Treas. Board Canal Commissioners. 
warket andthat the meal market remain as it is.| A STATEMENT exhibiting the amount of payments 
| mide by the Treasurer of the Board of Canal Commis- 
EARLY HISTORY OF PENNSYLVANIA. | Sioners for Canal and Rail Road purposes per month, 
Commission to the Council. | between the Ist April 1828, and 1st April 1829, as also 


William Penn absolute proprietary of the Province | the aggregate amount of payments made within the 
of Pennsilvania and Countys annexed to his Trusty be- | present month. 





loved Friends the Provinciall Councill for ye Province 1828-—April, - - - . $70,105 82 
of Pennsilvania &c. Greeting since the Providence of May, ° - é 201,784 13 
God hath disappoynted my reall Intentions and Ernest June, - - ° = 235,362 28 
Inclinations of Coming to you for some Time longer, July, - - - ° 250,838 O01 


and to ye End ye Inhabitants thereof may be assured I August, - 


of ae - 211,867 64 
have and seek no other Interest then what is agreable 


September, - - - 270,721 67 














with theirs I doe Consent that you please yourselves & | October, - - - - 209,466 52 
therefore doe hereby Impower you to Chuse Three November, - - - 229,872 11 
persons within ye said Province or Countys annexed to December, - : - 363,175 67 
present to me by ye very first opportunity out of which | 1829—January - - - . 340,085 40 
I shall chuse one for my deputy or Leiftenant Governor, e February, - - - 342,166 57 
and till my mind therein is knowne I doe hereby order March, - - - - 273,576 67 
that he that has ye most votes, or is first chosen by you cided, ee 
shall from ye time of ye Choice act as my Deputy or $2,999,022 59 
Lieftenant Governor ever ye said Province & Territorys April, whee - - 94,256 66 
accorling to ye Power and Limitation of former Com- — 
missions you'takeing care to Support him in ye Capaci- | $3,093,279 25 














ty Revoaking all former Commissions to any Else grant- 
ed and Requiring all persons concerned to give _ | 
that Respect due to his high Station given at London ‘ . TE. 
ye 25th day of ye 7th mo 1890. | WILLIAM. PENN. |i aEeRT ae ee See Ree ee 
| Christ Church, in this city, furnishes many interest- 
William Penn Absolute Proprietary of the Province | ing associations to the mind of the Antiquarian. The 
of Pennsilvania and Counties Annexed to his Trusty | original building was a small one, standing in about the 
and Beloved Friends the Provincial Councill for ye , centre of the present scite—one story high; and it was 
Province of Pennsilvania &c. Greeting Since ye Pro- left standing, while the present church was erected over 
vidence of God hath disappointed my reall {ntentions | it. The bell of the first church was hung near it, in the 
and Earnest inclinations of Coming to you for some | crotch ofatree. The present chime of bells was pur- 
Time Longer and tothe End ye Inhabitants thereof | chased in England, at a cost of £900, and were brought 
may be assured I have and seek no other Interest than | out by Captain Budden, of the good ship Matilda, and 
what is agréable to theirs, I havethought fitt to appoynt | no freight charged. As often as he arrived from subse- 
you my Deputy and Lieftenant in Government and do | quent voyages, the bells rang a merry peal of gratitude 
‘accordingly hereby Constitute you my Deputy to act 0 the favor. The whole weight of the bells is about 








and. doe in all things in my name and Stead, according 80001b, that of the tenor bell 1800Ib. One of the first ring- 
to ye Power and Limitations of former Commissions. | | ers was killed, from unskilful management ofthe rope. 
Doe also Impower you to Elect ye President from time | We called the other day on a gentleman who has the 
to time as you se, Cause so as he and you exactly an- | communion plate in charge for safe keeping, and never 
wer ye Charter and Laws of ye Country Requiring all having seen a description of it, or of its inscriptions pub- 
ersons Concerned to give you ye Respect due to your | lished, we copied the latter. It consists of three silver 
high station which Commission shall Continue so long | plates, with the following inscription: ‘The Gift of 
as I shall see Convenient Given at London this 25th of | Colln. Rhart Qoarry, to Christ Church in Philadelphia, 
ye 7th month 1689.—Jbid. this 29th 8 br. 1712;" a Goblet the Gift of Queen Anne: 
“Anne Anglicane apud Philadelphiam, A. D. 1708;’’ 

PENNSYLVANIA CANAL. | two tankards with same inscription;a goblet surrounded 

The following communication was received from the on the outside with figures of the Apostles,neatly engra- 
Treasurer of the Board of Canal Commissioners. ved ,another ancient goblet,with a veryantique look, “the 
Treasury Office of ome Gift of Margaret Tresse Spinstor, to Christ Church in 

April 21, 1829 Philadelphia.”? and an elegant urn of large size, with 

To the Honourable the Senate of Pennsylvania. the following marks: ‘*Mrs. Sarah Redman, to Christ 
Gewrirmen—lIn obedience to the direction of the res- | Church Communion Table, 1825.” The whole is in ex- 
oliition of the senate, passed this day, requiring the | cellent preservation, and is kept very clean and neat; 
Treasurer of the Board of Canal Commissioners to in- | we trust it may reach posterity through several coming 
form the senate of the amount of money paid for canal | centuries—its value will increase in proportion to its an- 
‘ tiquity.— Saturday Evening Bulletin. 
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